
Students from Jim
Casey’s West Point
Elementary fifth- and sixth-
grade class participated in
tree grafting on February 23
as part of the school’s ongo-
ing Farm Project, a collabo-
ration with District 2
Supervisor Steve Wilensky
and his Humbug Creek
Farm in Glencoe, where gar-
den spaces are allocated for
the students.

The Farm Project, in its
sixth year, teaches students
the processes of farming
and crop production, germi-
nation, seed testing, soil
analysis, moth pheromone
testing and pest identifica-
tion, including the habits of
gophers and methods of dis-
couraging them.

A key focus of their
efforts is to establish heir-
loom trees and plants of

particular value in antiquity
and rarity. This grafting
activity included such rare
apple varieties as Arkansas
Black, Buckingham and
Hauer Pippin, as well as
Seuri and Nijiseiki Asian
pears.

The Buckingham apple,
popularly cultivated in the
United States during the
1700s, is extremely rare
today, according to Wilensky.

“There are only a hand-
ful of Buckingham apple
trees in the state and no
more than two in this area,”
said Wilensky. “Our goal
today is to graft 20
Buckinghams, as well as oth-
ers.”

Because the growing sea-
son overlaps school years,
one class of Farm Project
students plants the garden
each year and the following
class harvests. They grow a
wide variety of entirely
organic plants, including
onions, heirloom tomatoes,
artichokes, strawberries,
squash, pumpkins, corn,
potatoes, cucumbers, greens
(Asian and European) and
garlic. The students sell their
bounty and the project aver-
ages between $200.00 and
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By Diane Szymanski
Master Gardener

Karl Foerster, a famous
German horticulturist
from the early 20th centu-
ry, once referred to grasses
as the “hair of the earth.”

They are the life and
soul of my ornamental
gardens. I can’t imagine a
garden that doesn’t sway
with the softest breeze or
twist and weave to provide
movement against blocky
perennials and shrubs.

They provide interest
in every season from the
nascent green blades in
spring, to the shapes and
textures of summer, to the
orange, red, biscuit colors
of autumn, to the bleached
haystacks of winter.

Cool season grasses
grow in the late winter or
very early spring and burst
into bloom in the early
summer. Some examples
which I grow are Bulbous
Oat Grass (Arrhenatherum
bulbosum), Feather Reed

Grass (Calamagrostis),
Festuca, and Blue Avena
(Helictotrichon). With the
exception of Bulbous Oat
Grass, all are easy to grow
and drought tolerant.

Warm season grasses
begin in late spring, grow
all summer and bloom
with fall season perennials
like asters, helianthus and
late salvias. They are gen-
erally more imposing than
their cool season counter-
parts and more easily
obtained at local nurseries:
Lyme Grass (Elymus),
Miscanthus, Switch Grass
(Panicum), Fountain Grass
(Pennisetum) and Mexican
Feather Grass (Nassela
tenuissima).

Grass culture is simple.
Plant containerized plants
in the autumn, but dig up
and divide and replant in
the spring – earliest spring
for the cool season grow-
ers. Fertilizer is unneces-
sary. Water is essential to

Destinee Cortijo, 12, (left) of West
Point, seals a fresh graft with special
yellow wax to protect it from moisture.
Alexis Johnston, 10, (above) of West
Point, tapes a freshly-grafted Nijiseitki
Asian pear tree.

Trenton Breckenridge, 11,
of West Point, and Steve
Wilensky (right) use a
rare, hand-made Italian
grafting tool for cutting
tree grafts. West Point
Elementary kindergart-
ners (above) form an
energetic raking brigade
on tree-grafting day.Farm Project gives youngsters 

studies in grafting, horticulture Kids give
trees a
fresh cut
$400.00 in sales each year
from their efforts.

Nutrition is also a focus
of the Farm Project.
“When we’re harvesting,
kids take an interest in mak-
ing things,” said Wilensky.
“We’ve had some revelations
as to where food comes
from. For instance, kids
harvest fruit and make it
into what they might eat for
lunch. Last year we had
some spectacular strawberry
pie.”

The students also play
an active role in Humbug
Farm’s annual apple harvest
and cider press operation.
During the apple harvest,
each class breaks up into
work groups and compete in
a “cider press challenge” to
see how much apple juice
they can press in an hour.

“The kids are involved
in the entire apple-pressing
process,” said Wilensky.
“They organize the apple-
picking, assembly line, juic-
ing and bottling.”

Turn to KIDS, page 11.

Continued from page 10.

establish the grass, but
after several seasons most
are drought tolerant. For
those that go completely
dormant in winter, cut
them back to 4 inches in
the spring. If you do it
when dormancy sets in,
you will be robbed of the
lovely winter colors which
look wonderful backing
the blue-grays of lavender,
Santolina and some
Penstemons.

Grasses usually like full
to part sun, but most will
accept high shade; they
just bloom less or not at
all. Luzulu (a woodrush,
but grouped with the
grasses), Seslaria autumnalis
and Molina variegata do

quite well with limited sun.
Grasses have very few

pests in my foothill gar-
den.

Deer seem uninterest-
ed, but I have had rabbits
munch the Festuca to the
ground in a hard winter.
Planting in wire cages
deters gophers.

Occasionally, ants will
nest in a potted grass, but
usually disappear when the
grass is planted out.

Master Gardeners are
trained by the University of
California Cooperative
Extension. To reach a
Master Gardener or for more
information on the program,
call the U.C. Cooperative
Extension office in San
Andreas at 754-6477.

Grasses bring life
to foothill gardens

Turn to GRASS, page 11.

Grass need not be mowed
Continued from page 10.

CMYK

20171 Hwy 88, Pine Grove
Open 9-5, M-Sat.

296-2228
Closed Sunday

Pine Grove Flowers & Gifts
We Deliver to West Point!

Flowers for
Every Occasion!

Wedding Packages for Every Budget

Ridge Road Garden Center
18815 Ridge Road, Pine Grove

www.RidgeRoadGardenCenter.com
Open Mon.-Sat.
209-296-7210

Great Selection of
Plants for Our Area!

Knowledgeable, Helpful,
Friendly Service!

Jenkins Business & Tax Service

We’ll Take Care of the Details
Income Taxes

Bookkeeping & Payroll

Secretarial

Jill M. Jenkins •  209-293-4840
Sandy Gulch Center, P.O. Box 831, West Point, CA 95255

Cards and Gifts
Available

M-F 9am -6pm
Sat. 9am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday

Kelly’s Drug Store
64 E. St. Charles Street

P.O. Box 606
San Andreas, CA 95249

Ray Guidi, R.Ph. Phone 209-754-3595

EMPLOYMENT
Maintenance Person/Assistant Manager

Dunrovin Village (Mobile Home Park) is looking for a part-
time Maintenance Person/Assistant Manager.  Duties

include the following: landscaping, carpentry, light electri-
cal and plumbing and serving as the first point of contact
for all maintenance-related issues inside the park.   $500

to $750 per month for about 30-40 hours.  If you are
interested, please send a resume or letter stating your

qualifications to dunrovin@vincproperties.com.

Propane For Home and Business
Serving Amador and Upper Calaveras

Hours:  8am to 5pm, Monday thru Friday
429 Main St., #1, West Point

209-2293-44846

Pet Boarding & Sitting
Our Ranch or Your Home!

Refuge Ranch
Pet Care and Boarding
West Point  • 209-293-7953
email: Creewolf@twinwolf.net

Complete Pet Care Facility:  Large or small, furred, feathered or scaled!
Member: Pet Sitters International.  •  Reasonable Rates

Dogs, Cats, Horses, Rodents, Any Animal.  We Do It All!

www.MyCalaveras.com/RefugeRanch

223-2809
11261 Propsect Dr., Martell

Hours: 8-6 Mon.-Sat; Sun. 9-5

We’ve Moooved!

Sunday Hours:  9am to 5pm

Quality Hay
Delivery Available!

New Location:
11261 Prospect Drive

Off of Highway 49 in Martell

We’ve Got More for You!
More Parking, More Pet Supplies, More
Men’s, Women’s & Children’s Clothing,
Belts, Boots, Gifts, Hats and Toys, too!


