
Sheriff Martin Ryan
introduced himself to the
Upcountry Communities
Council as a long standing
member of the County and
the Upcountry. A graduate
of Jackson High School,
Ryan said his grandfather’s
term as sheriff ran 40 years
and his father retired as a
Superior Court Judge.

The sheriff said his staff
numbers 111 employees
with 50 sworn and 35 offi-
cers. The state average for
small departments runs at
200 employees. The County
jail capacity is 76; 65 males
and 11 females.

Unfortunately the jail
runs 10 percent over capaci-
ty on a regular basis.

Ryan defined the nine dif-
ferent divisions under his

direction including coroner.
Regarding crime in the

Upcountry area since
January, Pioneer area had the
highest reported number of
incidents with a total of
2,838. Pine Grove followed
second at 1,813 incidents.

The fewest incidents were
reported at Fiddletown, 273.
The officers explained the
workings of the 911 system,
in that when someone calls
the emergency number, the
call is sent to Stockton,
where dispatchers might or
might not be familiar with
the Amador area. To reach
local dispatch at the sheriff ’s
office, call 223-6500. Ryan’s
presentation concluded with
an open period of questions
and answers.

Also addressing the coun-

cil was Highway Patrol
Sergeant Craig Root from
the Jackson office, who
echoed Ryan’s challenge of
having to provide adequate
coverage for such a large
area with so few officers.
The staff includes one lieu-
tenant commander, three
sergeants and 14 officers,
only 12 assigned to the
streets.

The next Upcountry
Community Council meeting
will be April 19 at the Sierra
Baptist Church on Buckhorn
Ridge Road at 6 p.m.

Topics to be covered
include fire safety, Highway
88 scenic or not and the Dry
Creek Watershed.

Call Bob Currall at 295-
7630 or Debbie Dunn at
296-5435.

By Ken Churches
Rains and cooler temper-

atures often bring mush-
rooms to lawns and gardens,

but don’t become alarmed.
Mushrooms are actually the
reproductive structures of
fungi.

If your property has
mushrooms, it may indicate
that your soil is healthy and a
good place for trees and
other plants to grow.

Fungi and bacteria play an
integral role on earth – they
break down complex organic
compounds including pro-
teins, carbohydrates and fats
into their most basic ele-
ments. Then these basic
compounds of life can be
used by other generations of
organisms.

Plants rely on soil fungi
and bacteria to digest these

nutrients for them. In return,
they feed the soil organisms
with the sugars they make
via photosynthesis .

Underground, below the
mushrooms popping up on
your lawn, are thread-like
networks, called hyphae.

Some of these hyphae
attach to plant roots, creating
thread-like extensions that
reach far into the soil,
increasing the surface area of
the plant roots up to 1,000
times. The fungal hyphae
and the plant roots working
together are called mycor-
rhizae. These intricate webs
of hyphal filaments capture
water and minerals and
deliver them to plant roots
via the mycorrhizae.

Many of our native and
landscape plants depend on
fungi and mycorrhizal rela-
tionships for optimal health
and growth. The extended
reach of these fungal threads
is astonishing. A thimbleful
of soil can contain miles of
mycorrhizal filaments.

Fungi and mycorrhizal fil-
aments produce organic
compounds that glue soils
together to improve soil

structure and porosity to
enhance root growth.

In addition, the presence
of mycorrhizae in the soil
has been found to suppress
soil-born pathogens, pro-
tecting plants from root dis-
eases. It all adds up to a fun-
damental relationship
between fungi and green
plants. Most plants – from
orchids, rhododendrons and
madrone trees to most fruit
and nut trees, turf grasses,
annuals and perennials –
depend on some type of
fungal activity.

Plants that grow quickly
following disturbance and
plants that grow in saturated
soils, such as cattails, don’t
have beneficial relationships
with fungus.

Landscapes that have
been stripped of topsoil or
otherwise degraded can be
improved with the addition
of mycorrhizae to the soil.
Over-watering, over-fertil-
ization and the use of fungi-
cides can eliminate the use-
fulness of mycorrhizae or
even kill the fungal portion.

Call 754-6477 with your
agricultural questions.

On March 7, more than
50 Rail Road Flat and
Glencoe residents met at
Rail Road Flat Community
Hall to discuss the General
Plan update process and
other local issues.

Steve Wilensky, District 2
Supervisor; Stephanie
Moreno, director of com-
munity development; and
Holly Mines, District 2 plan-
ning commissioner spoke.

Moreno noted the
General Plan update is
expected to take two years
and will be done in three
phases. Phase I will be a
series of community meet-
ings whereby residents will
have a chance to have input
into the plan. Phase II is a
background report conduct-
ed by consultants describing
where we are now and where
we are going. Phase III will
be the release of the first
draft of the General Plan
and a period of public hear-
ings.

Wilensky addressed local
issues including roads, bus
stops and pedestrian areas
around the local schools.
Wilensky also said opera-
tions were under way to deal
with the methamphetamine
problem in the county, and
that a new task force had

been established.
Mines presented maps of

the proposed planning area
for Rail Road Flat and
Glencoe. The planning area
defines regions in which
development policies will be
incorporated into the
General Plan. Planning
areas do not affect school
boundaries, taxes, fire dis-
tricts, or post office districts.

Maps of the proposed
planning area are posted at
the Glencoe and Rail Road
Flat post offices, and resi-
dents are encouraged to view
them and make comments.

Pat McGreevy, chairman
of the Sandy Gulch Park
Committee, gave an update

on plans for parks and recre-
ation. He said that CCWD
offered a 20-year lease for
Sandy Gulch Park, but noted
with disappointment that
night lights, alcohol, or
camping would not be per-
mitted as it was at the old
Tommy Taylor park. He
presented initial plans to
develop a county-wide trail
system and discussed the
need to have public forums.

The next meeting is
scheduled for 7 p.m. May 3
at the Rail Road Flat
Community Hall. The agen-
da is to vote on planning
area boundaries road issues.

A representative from
Public Works will be present.
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By Glen Inouye
Valley Springs is facing rapid

growth that is alarming to many res-
idents.

More than 30 residential develop-
ments are planned in Valley Springs
and surrounding communities.
Many people moved here for open
space and are now facing large hous-
ing tracts that are causing worries
about traffic, safety, water, sewer and
other support infrastructure.

These worries are not limited to
Valley Springs, and many communi-
ties in Calaveras are conducting town
meetings to decide on their growth
plans that will be incorporated into
the county-wide General Plan
Update.

On Feb. 28, more than 200 peo-

ple attended a town meeting on
community design at Valley Springs
Elementary School. The meeting,
called an Overview of Smart
Growth Options for Rural
Communities, featured guest speaker
Paul Zykofsky from the non-profit
organization, Local Government
Commission. The Foothill
Conservancy and myvalleysprings-
.com sponsored the meeting.

Zykofsky said while California is
the most populous state in the
nation, it still does not have a plan
for growth, and the public is often
not engaged in the development
process. This has led to large hous-
ing developments throughout
California without public input.
Calaveras County is expected to

grow an average of 20 percent per
decade for the next three decades.

The lecture was based on the
Ahwahnee Principles for Smart
Growth, which came from a series of
meetings in 1991-1993 sponsored by
the Center for Livable Communities.
The basic tenets are that communi-
ties must preserve open space, farm-
land and critical environmental areas.

This could be accomplished by
condensing the population into cen-
ters rather than permitting sprawl.
Population centers are more efficient
than sprawl, because the cost of
infrastructure is localized.

To decrease the amount of time
people travel, population centers
should be a mix of residential, busi-
ness, parks, and schools.

Communities should be designed to
encourage walking and cycling,
thereby reducing traffic and encour-
aging exercise. Also the communi-
ties should provide housing oppor-
tunities for different income levels
and public transportation. And, the
public should be encouraged to take
part in the development process.

Not all were in agreement with
the principles, saying they preferred
living in open spaces and expressing
doubt the plan would ease traffic.

Communities in Calaveras,
including West Point, Wilseyville,
Rail Road Flat and Glencoe, are con-
ducting town meetings to discuss a
variety of issues.

See myvalleysprings.com for
more information on growth.

Rail Road, Glencoe discuss General Plan

Valley Springs development taken up in town meeting

Talent pays off
Gerry Myers of West Point auctioned desserts at the
Blue Mountain Players’ annual talent show fund-raiser,
held March 3 at the West Point Community Hall. This
cheesecake, made by Vicki Snead-Hinkell of West
Point, went for $500.00.

Upcountry Council hosts law enforcement

Why are my lawn and garden filled with mushrooms?

Jenkins Business & Tax Service

We’ll Take Care of the Details
Income Taxes • Bookkeeping • Payroll • Secretarial

Jill M. Jenkins •  209-293-4840
Sandy Gulch Center, P.O. Box 831, West Point, CA 95255

Awarded as One of 2006 ‘Best
of Calaveras’ Tax Preparers

WE FIX “BAD” WATER

209-257-0300   888-234-3847

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS
Water Filtration Specialists
Iron • Rotten Egg Odor • Acidic Water

Locally owned and operated since 1985
www.clearwatersys.com

License #497691  Jackson

A Non-Profit Organization

New Shooting
Range in

Rail Road Flat!
We’re Seeking
New Members!

209-754-5490
WestPointRod&GunClub@aol.com

www.MyCalaveras.com/wprg

KaryAnn Stanger
is On the Move!

Come and Meet the New Team in Town!
Opening April 15, 2007

Preferred Real Estate and
Preferred Financial Services

305 Main Street, Suite A
West Point, CA 95255

209-293-7100  •  209-293-1436
www.PreferredRealEstate@volcano.net

New Friday Hours:  9am to 8pm

THE FEED BARN
COUNTRY STORE

11261 Propsect Dr., Jackson • Hours: 8-6 Mon.-Sat; Sun. 9-5
209-223-2809

Purina - Nature’s Essentials
Free Balance 12:12 25 lb.  $16.95
Vitamin & Mineral Supplement

Mare & Maintenance 30 lb.  $14.95
Reproduction & Maintenance

Born to Win 30 lb.  $16.95
Growth & Training

35%
OFF

All Men’s & Women’s Vests
Sweatshirts & Jackets

Spring Fashions are Here!
Tank Tops, T-Shirts & Great Layering Pieces.  Jeans by Cruel Girl,

Rockies, Wrangler 20X, Dickies and Carhartt. www.moderncowgirl.com

Campora Smart Tips #1
Avoid Big Winter Bills!

Pay an allotted amount on a Budget Plan (based on prior usage)
every month and you won’t have to worry about a big bills next

winter. Great for those on fixed or limited income. Call for details.

Hours:  8am to 5pm, Monday thru Friday
429 Main St., #1, West Point

209-2293-44846

The Budget Plan is Coming!


