
West Point resident Grady
Turner last summer bought
two female buffalo,
Samantha and Sadie, and
brought them to live in his
five-acre pen at Highway 26
and Main Street. Both were
pregnant, he was told, and
indeed they were.

On March 29, Sadie gave
birth to a healthy calf now
named Sable, but sadly that
same evening, Samantha
died while trying to birth a
breached 70-pound baby
bull, which also died.

While Turner claims Sable
is the first buffalo ever born
in West Point, there was
some confusion at first as to
who the birth mother was.
“We knew Samantha was
pregnant because she grew

so large,” said Turner. “Sadie
didn’t get very big, so we
assumed it was Samantha’s
baby.”

“That evening, Samantha
was lying on the hill. She got
up, walked 10 steps, then
went down again,” said
Turner. “She was dead the
next morning and we were
panicked thinking the new
calf wouldn’t get fed.”

Turner said Sable stuck
close to Sadie and nursed,
but he didn’t think she was

getting anything. “We ran
out and bought powdered
milk for cows and a big feed-
ing bottle,” said Turner.
While preparing to bury
Samantha, however, they
opened her up and found
the little bull inside.

Turner consulted experts
in Rail Road Flat who told
him a breach birth is rare
with buffalo and he would
likely have lost the bull and

When Leslie Resch, 19,
joined the Marine Corps in
2005, her mother, Cathy
Dunster of Wilseyville, was
afraid she’d be shipped off
to Iraq.

To Dunster’s delight,
Resch was recently commis-
sioned to the U.S. Marine
headquarters in Quantico,
Va., where she works in the
management division of the
Aviation Supply Department
helping to keep the
President’s Marine One sup-
port helicopters in the air.

After boot camp at Parris
Island, South Carolina,
Resch went to Marine com-
bat training in North

Carolina and on to further
training in Mississippi, where
she awaited her orders. She
and four others at the school

were cho-
sen to apply
for posi-
tions at
Quantico.

“My job is
to deal with
repairable
parts,” said
Resch. “I
make sure

all the fixable parts get fixed
and delivered back to the
shops.

“Though I’m not a
mechanic, if selected for a

trip, I will go wherever the
President does (within the
U.S.) just in case the helicop-
ters have a problem.”

“She called me Saturday
from in front of the White
House,” said Dunster.
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Since 1947,Soroptimist International of Calaveras County has

improved the lives of women and girls in Calaveras County.Call

736-1947 or visit www.soroptimistspr.org District III,Calaveras

County website to learn more about the organization.
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ALL CALAVERAS COUNTY WOMEN ARE ELIGIBLE: Get your test at Mark Twain St. Joseph’s Hospital and its four Family

Medical Centers.Vouchers for tests can be obtained at these same locations and from health care providers countywide.Fasting for

12 hours before the test is required.Call the testing locations for information.
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Lipid Panel Screenings in April and May

Heart disease is the #1 killer of women.Every woman should have a yearly compre-

hensive cholesterol test (lipid panel) that measures good and bad cholesterol and

triglycerides that includes a risk evaluation for heart disease and stroke.

Soroptimist International of Calaveras County provides financial support of this vital test duringApril and May,

working with theAmerican HeartAssociation and their national “Go Red forWomen” campaign,MarkTwain St.

Joseph’s Hospital,and the“Take It to Heart Foundation” that targets local health care issues in Calaveras County.
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Wilseyville Marine works on chopper fleet

Leslie Resch

On March 29, Sadie the buffalo gave birth to her calf, Sable, the
first ever born in West Point. Sable will be joined by two other
young buffalo playmates in June.  

Buffalo
family’s
cycle 
of life

Service
center 
opens 
doors

The Blue Mountain
Community Service Center,
a new office housing multi-
ple county agencies and
community resources,
opened its doors on
Tuesday, April 4, at 291-A
Main St., West Point, with a
celebration featuring presen-
tations and pizza for the 50-
plus attendees.

The opening was a culmi-
nation of efforts by District
2 Supervisor Steve Wilensky
to establish one location to
make it easier for residents
to access local and county
services.

The center combines 42
different entities under one
roof, including churches,
tribal councils, community
service organizations and
county organizations.

“In meetings that I had
been attending throughout
the county, it became appar-
ent that people from this
area were not accessing
services that are available to
Turn to CENTER, page 2.

Turn to TWO, page 2.

Turn to MARINE, page 2.

Fire stats
Fire agencies
report on March
activities.
Story on page 7.

Downpour

Rain flooded
streams and gullies
in April.
Story on page 19.

Smart growth
A group wants
Amador residents
to think twice
before allowing a
Home Depot in a
pristine valley.
Story on page 17.

Old school

Native Sons of the
Golden West dedi-
cated the site of
the old Eureka
School.
Story on page 9.

INSIDE



Mondays
Oaks Resource and Family

Center at Rail Road Flat School, open
8 a.m. to noon, information and
resources for families. 293-1211.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly), basement of the Baptist
Church, 300 Cemetery Lane, West
Point. Weigh-in, 5 to 5:45 p.m., meet-
ing, 6 to 7 p.m. 

Hamburger dinner, 5-7 p.m., VFW
Post, West Point, hamburgers. 293-
3322.

Tuesdays
Calaveras Works and Human

Services, outreach office hours for
MediCal, food stamps and cash aid 7
a.m. to noon, 291-A Main St., West
Point. 754-6433 or 768-7523.

West Point Friends of the Library,
9:30 a.m., first Tuesday of each
month, library, Main Street. Call 293-
4072 for location.

Domestic Violence Support
Group, 2 to 4 p.m., social room,
Church of the Living Word, 23717
Highway 26, West Point. 754-1300.

West Point Fire District Auxiliary,
first Tuesdays, 7 p.m. in the fire sta-
tion on Spink Road. West Point Ridge
Riders Trail Club, second Tuesdays.
Call 293-4747 for location.

Sons in Retirement, second

Tuesdays, 11 a.m., Senior Center,
San Andreas. Call 754-5635, 754-
3978 or 754-3771.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 p.m.,
Community Hall, Rail Road Flat. Call
(800) 851-1304.

West Point Lions Club, first and
third Tuesdays, 7 p.m., West Point
Community Hall, Highway 26. First
Tuesday, potluck dinner, third
Tuesday, business meeting.

Community Revive and Re-Leaf,
third Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., 174 Spink
Road, West Point. Call 293-4465.

Calaveras Genealogy Society,
second Tuesdays, Calaveras County
Library, San Andreas, except the
social meetings in July and
December. 

Children’s Story Hour, 10 a.m.,
Mokelumne Hill Branch Library. Call
286-1783.

Free dinner, 6 p.m., Blue
Mountain Youth and Family Center,
Main Street, West Point. 293-4500.

Upper Mokelumne River
Watershed Council, fourth Tuesdays,
Central Sierra Resource
Conservation and Development
Agency, 235 New York Ranch Road,
Suite C, Jackson. 257-1543.

Wednesdays
AARP, third Wednesdays, West

Point Community Hall at 11:00 a.m.,

call293-1228.
West Point School Parent-

Teacher Group, first Wednesdays,
West Point School, alternating after-
noons and evenings. Call 293-4255.

AARP Blue Mountain Chapter
732, third Wednesdays, West Point
Community Hall. Call 293-7506.

West Point Business Council, sec-
ond Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m., West
Point Community Hall, Highway 26.
Call 209-293-7482.

Thursdays
Calaveras Works and Human

Services, outreach office hours for
MediCal, food stamps and cash aid 1-
6 p.m., 291-A Main St., West Point.
754-6433 or 768-7523.

Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-
Anon, 7:30 p.m., West Point
Community Covenant Church,
Highway 26.

Blue Mountain Rebekah Lodge,
first and third Thursdays, 2 p.m.,
IOOF Building, West Point. 293-4805.

Central Calaveras Fire and
Rescue Protection District Board, sec-
ond Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., fire station,
Jesus Maria Road off Rail Road Flat
Road.

Mother Lode Newcomers Club for
women, first Thursday. For location:
419-0755 or e-mail newcomers@vol-
cano.net.  

West Point Fire District Board,
second Thursdays, 7 p.m., West Point
Firehouse, Spink Road.

West Point Rod and Gun Club,
third Thursdays,  6:30 p.m., West
Point Community Hall, Highway 26.
Call 754-5490.

Blue Mountain Community
Renewal Council, fourth Thursdays,
6:30 p.m., downstairs in the back,
American Legion Hall, Highway 26.
Call 293-4166 or 293-7160.

Free dinner, 6 p.m., Blue
Mountain Youth and Family Center,
Main Street, West Point. 293-4500.

Blue Mountain Community
Renewal Council Board of Directors,
fourth Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., down-
stairs conference room, West Point
Veterans Memorial Hall. 

Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m.,
Community Covenant Church,
Highway 26, West Point. Call (800)
851-1304.

Fridays
Pedro Card Game, fourth Fridays

7 p.m., West Point Community Hall,
Highway 26. Call 293-4259.

Mountain Ranch Community Club
potluck dinner and meeting, first
Fridays, 6:30 p.m., Mountain Ranch
Town Hall.

Spaghetti Night, second Fridays,
5-7 p.m., VFW Post, West Point. Call

293-3322.

Saturdays
West Point Lions Bingo, second

Saturdays, doors open at 5 p.m.,
West Point Community Hall. 

West Point Lions Bingo, second
Saturdays, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., at the
Mountain Ranch Fire Station. 

West Point AARP Bingo, third
Saturdays, doors open 5 p.m., West
Point Community Hall.

Women’s’ Relief Corps Bingo,
fourth Saturdays, 6 p.m., Veterans
Memorial Hall.

Sundays
Blue Mountain Rebekah Lodge

Bingo, first Sundays, 1 p.m., IOOF
Hall, Main Street, West Point. 

West Point Boy Scout Troop, first
and third Sundays, Scout Hut, Winton
Road. Call 293-7613.

Breakfast Buffet, first Sundays, 8
to 11 a.m., Glencoe American Legion
Hall. 

American Legion breakfast, third
Sundays, 8 to 10 a.m., Veterans’
Memorial Hall, Highway 26, West
Point.

Please send your additions or cor-
rections for the calendar to westpoint-
news@volcano.net. 

CONTINUING CALENDAR 
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Walk/jog in West Point
West Point Elementary School

will hold its first Walk/Jog-A-Thon
on Thursday, May 11th from 9 a.m.
to noon. The event is a fundraiser
to help support playground
improvement projects and other fit-
ness-related activities.

Community members are invited
to participate in the walk or simply
cheer on our students as they
walk/jog around a course earning
money for laps completed.
Donations welcome.

Calaveras Arts
Gallery Group will
present, “From Here
to Eternity,” on display
through May 27 at the
Calaveras Arts Gallery,
22 Main St., San
Andreas.

Featured works are
oil and pencil pieces by

Sumiko Mancinelli and
other-worldly ceramic
sculpture by Kathleen
Ball.

Please note that new
gallery hours are
Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.

them,” said Wilensky. “We
have a 40 percent no-show
rate among area residents for
county service appointments
in San Andreas. Community
members were reluctant to
deal with people they didn’t
know or trust and the piece-
meal location of county
service locations combined
with people whose lives may
be in crisis made it difficult
for people to access servic-
es.”

“With this center, we can
make this community a bet-
ter place,” said Wilensky.
“We can take the full meas-
ure of our community and
come together with one cen-
tral effort.”

Among groups and
organizations present were
county Social Services,
Health, Behavioral Health
and Probation departments;
Dream Catchers; Mother

Lode Job Training; First
Baptist Church; Lions Club;
Adult Literacy; Calaveras
Band of Miwuk; Women
Infants and Children (WIC);
domestic violence preven-
tion services; West Point

Community Covenant
Church; Habitat for
Humanity; Friends of the
Library; West Point Fire
Protection District;
Calaveras County Volunteer
Center; veterans organiza-

tions; Calaveras Works;
Head Start; and the Blue
Mountain Coalition for
Youth.

Two key figures in the
operation of the center are
Suzette Ariza, eligibility
worker, Calaveras Works and
Human Services, and Briana
Creekmore, community
service liaison, Calaveras
County Behavioral Health
Services.

Ariza works with local
residents for help with eligi-
bility and access to county
programs, including Adult
Protective Services, Child
Protective Services and
Veterans Services.

Community members can
meet with Ariza at the center
or the Veterans Hall on
Highway 26. Ariza’s hours

are Tuesdays, 7 a.m. to noon,
and Thursdays, 1 to 6 p.m.

Veterans Services hours
are Tuesdays, noon to 4 p.m.
“The first person through

the doors was a person
whose home had burned and
they had no resources,” said
Wilensky. “They came to this
office, their needs were
assessed and within a very
short period of time, one
church had provided the first
month of rent, another
church provided the last
month of rent, a local realtor
had helped us find a rental
home and our job training
programs were providing
access to training so the per-
son could find a better-pay-
ing job.

Call 293-2333 for more
information.

Art ‘From Here to Eternity’

mother even if a surgical
birth had been attempted.

T replace the two he lost,

Turner has ordered two
more; a baby bull and baby
calf. They two new baby
buffalo will arrive after
weaning, sometime in June.

Continued from page 1.
Two new buffalo on order

Marine keeps birds in flight
“She was so excited to be

in Washington D.C. She’s

just loving it! I can’t wait to
go see her and have her
come home again!”

Continued from page 1.

Center home to multiple agencies, groups
Continued from page 1.

Suzette Ariza (left) and Briana Creekmore are two key fig-
ures in the operation of the new Blue Mountain Community
Service Center on Main Street in West Point.

If you are concerned about the
25 square-mile area encompassing
Glencoe, Rail Road Flat, West Point
and Wilseyville turning into suburban

sprawl, attend this meeting to
hear a proposed solution.

Glencoe, Rail Road Flat
West Point & Wilseyville

Wednesday, May 10,  7:00 pm
West Point Community Hall

Please Come to Listen, Speak and Vote
on the Future of Your Community!

The West Point Community Hall is located near the intersection of Hwy 26
and Bald Mountain Road in West Point, across from the West Point
Community Covenant Church.  For more information, call 293-4953.

Four-Community Alert!

PPrrooppaannee  FFoorr  HHoommee  aanndd  BBuussiinneessss
Serving Amador and Upper Calaveras

Hours:  8am to 5pm, Monday thru Friday
429 Main St., #1, West Point

220099-229933-44884466

Play 18 Holes, Cart Included!
$28.00  Monday  -  Friday

All Tee Times
$35.00  Saturday  &  Sunday

All Tee Times
Meadow Dr. @ Hwy 88 • Pioneer

209-2295-77020
Lessons Available  •  proshop@goldrush.com 

Gregg Standridge
Head Golf Professional

Anthony
Simonds

Electrical
Contractor

Residential
Commercial
Remodels
State Contractor’s
License #602858

Office
209-293-1120

Cellular
209-482-2799

P.O. Box 215, Wilseyville

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
IN PIONEER

Amador Automatic
Transmissions

209-295-4115

Davidson’s Custom
Exhaust & Fab

209-295-3115

Sierra Engine
& Machine

209-295-3141

Transmissions
Automatic

Transmissions,
Differentials &

Driveline Repair
4x4 Specialists

Richard Yeargan

Engine / Machine
Valve Jobs
Engine Kits

Engine Rebuild
Rotors & Drums

Steve

Exhausts, Glass,
Trailer Hitches
& Overloads

Complete
Installations

P.O. Box 758
Pioneer, CA 95666
David Davidson

22588 Hwy 88  -  Pioneer
1/8 Mile East of Red Corral Rd./Hwy 26

J&M Motorcycle Repair

(209) 286-1716
Specializing in: Honda & Harley Davidson

dirt bikes, street bikes & jet skis 
parts, accessories & apparel

Located at: 8373 Center St. Mokelumne Hill
OPEN: Wed.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 9am-7pm

Sunday 10am-6pm

CONCRETE
Specializing in Short Loads
Pay Only for What You Use

No Overages or Shortages!

Mixed On-Site
for Total

Mix Control

Bob  Noble  &  Sons
Quail Ridge Drive • Wilseyville

209-2293-77009
Complete Inventory of Sand, Gravel & Rock

Pick-Ups Welcome • Delivery Available


