
Glencoe Station 4. All fire
district apparatus are in serv-
ice. The old Patrol-121 now
can be sold.

Other chief association
business: Local HazMat and
EMS Training;
O E S / F I R E S C O P E ' s
California Fire Inventory
System document; reviewed
2005's Tuolumne-Calaveras
Unit (TCU) Pre-Fire
Management Plan concept;
forming a letter of support
for Copper Fire and West
Point Fire to purchase water
tenders under the Water
Enhancement Fund; form a
local government Fire
Investigation Unit (FIU);
Modesto's Abraham College
Emergency Medical
Services-First Responder
presentation.

Miscellaneous items to
report: DMV Employer
Testing Program Inspection
took place Aug. 24. The fire
district received a “thank
you” plaque from from
Muscular Dystrophy
Association for their 2005
“Fill-the-Boot” campaign.

Amador Fire busy
with alarms in July

Amador Fire Protection
District Battalion 10 serves
the Upcountry area out of
stations in the Mace
Meadows, Red Corral, Pine
Grove and Ridge Road areas.

Statistics for the month
of July 2005 in Battalion 10
are: two structure fires, two
vehicle fires, four grass fires,
one sanitary landfill fire, 62
medical aids, 13 vehicle acci-
dents, two gasoline spills,
one chemical spill or leak,
one heat from short circuit
(wiring), one smoke check,
one unauthorized burning,
13 public assists, two alarm
systems sounded and five
dispatched and canceled in
route.

Moke Hill Fire
lists July calls

Mokelumne Hill Fire
Department firefighters
responded to 17 calls in July.
Six of those were medical
aids, two were structure fires,
and two were wildland fires.
Other calls consisted of a
motor vehicle accident,
smoke check and public
service assist.

Additionally, they
responded to a report of a
residential fire alarm sound-
ing as well as three public
standbys.

Mokelumne Hill firefight-
ers also participated in eight
hours of training in July on
topics including with breath-
ing apparatus and ladders
and various safety scenarios.

There were a total of 110
dispatches with an average
response time of 7.5 min-
utes. Friday was the day gen-
erating most incidents in
July, 2005.
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Hometown Forum Fire District Reports

Editor says good bye to publications
When Bob Hollis, Rick Torgerson

and I took over the West Point News six
years ago, we sought to build a month-
ly newspaper which would reflect the
best qualities of our area and present
caring, yet objective, coverage of issues
and events affecting our community.

Accuracy was important to us. And
so was heart. As managing editor, I
wanted stories that revealed the heart
of the area - stories of local people car-
ing for each other and for our beautiful
region.

From the Baptist Church building a
shelter for the homeless to the commu-
nity’s “thank you” party for a dying
Genna Hurst to this summer’s clean-up
efforts in West Point and Rail Road
Flat, our reporting has focused on the
heart of things.

In June 2001, we launched the
Upcountry News to serve communities
along the Highway 88 corridor in
Amador County, giving communities
like Pine Grove, Pioneer and Volcano a
newspaper they could call their own.

Much has changed in the last six
years. Bob Hollis left the partnership.
Rick Torgerson quit the San Jose
Mercury News and moved to West
Point full time. And I met and married
Al Lockwood, the photographer who's
supplied the WPN and UCN with
columns and photographs of regional
wildflowers.

And now, after 72 issues of the West
Point News and 51 issues of the

Dear Editor,
Thanks to everyone who

contributed to the great suc-
cess of the District 2 fund
raiser on July 24 at Humbug
Creek Farm.

The money  raised
exceeded our expectations
and the turnout for the BBQ
on such a  hot summer after-
noon was tremendous.

Special thanks to all who
contributed food and other
items and to Bill Claudino
who cooked and served the

best tri-tip I've ever tasted.
Gayle Mayhew and Edie
Schembri deserve a medal
for the outstanding job they
did in organizing the silent
auction. Some beautiful and
unique items from many
local artists were assembled
in a wonderful display and
we thank all of you for your
donations to the cause.

Funds will be used for
ongoing projects in the com-

Dear Editor,
The Amador Ranger District of the El Dorado

National Forest and the Stanislaus Wilderness
Volunteers are seeking volunteers of all ages for activi-
ties dedicated to protecting and preserving the
Mokelumne Wilderness.

The Mokelumne Wilderness is rich in natural and his-
torical beauty. It's crowning jewel is the Mokelumne
River and canyon, a rugged, pristine land that retains the
same wild elements that indigenous peoples survived
and flourished in for thousands of years.

We're looking for people with interest in backpack-
ing, hiking, climbing, canoeing, kayaking or even those
that don't do any of the above, but have a concern in
protecting our precious wilderness areas.

Duties and activities are left up to the individual vol-
unteer. They may include: trail clearing and mainte-
nance, issuing Wilderness Permits to visitors, teaching
and spreading a "Leave No Trace" message to wilder-
ness visitors, informing users of trail conditions, haz-
ards, etc; wilderness campsite restoration, wilderness
impact monitoring, assisting in Search and Rescue, or
even working the visitors desk at the Ranger Station and
greeting wilderness visitors. There is a need and activity
for anyone interested in giving time to this special area.

A similar program was created in the Stanislaus
National Forest about 12 years ago. When it began, the
Stanislaus Wilderness Volunteers had just a handful of
dedicated, but loosely-organized volunteers. Today, it
has over 50 volunteers, is a designated nonprofit organ-
ization, devotes thousands of hours of volunteer time
to Wilderness Areas within the Stanislaus National
Forest and last year won a national award as the leading

Dear Editor,
Thanks you so much for

the great article about the
Active Aging Task
Community Task Force in
your July issue.

We are currently holding
classes at Pine Grove Town
Hall instead of the
Upcountry Community
Center as noted in the arti-
cle. Much to our happiness,
because of the great
response we moved to a
larger facility.

We invite folks 50 and

older to join us on Tuesdays
and Fridays from 9:30-10:30
a.m. at the Pine Grove Town
Hall to learn the benefits of
physical activity and improv-
ing the quality of your life
through balance and mobili-
ty exercises and strength
training.

For more information
and to register call the Senior
Center at 223-0442

Thank you.

Mel Welsh
Pine Grove

Turn to CHANGE, page 16.

Volunteers sought
for wilderness work

Turn to WILDERNESS, page 16

‘Active agers’ get good
response from story

District 2 event draws
thanks from organizers

Turn to FUNDS, page 16

Continued from page 18.

Tracey Towner-Yep of Jackson, director
of the Amador County Recreation Agency
and secretary of the local Lucky Rooster
Social Club, escorted a giant rooster named
King George to the Amador County Fair.
King George, originally painted red and gold
with gold flecks, was made in Venice, Calif.,
and was a gift to Tracey from her sister.

The 80-pound rooster was re-painted by
Becky Vicini of Pioneer. “Our club is run
entirely by women and our purpose is to fur-

ther the purpose of giant roosters every-
where,” said Towner-Yep.

“Our goal is to raise money for worthy
women’s causes.” King George attracted
attention in the back of her truck when a
woman offered her $20,000 for it. No sale,
but the first replica, Prince Albert, has
already been made and more are on the way.
At least 50 will be for sale for $6,500 to
$10,000 each,” she said. Visit www.lucky-
roostersocialclub.com.

King George is not
for sale, even for
$20,000, but Tracey
Towner-Yep promis-
es replicas of his
royal highness will
be made available for
sale to raise funds for
women’s causes
through the Lucky
Rooster Social Club.

‘King George’ wowed ‘em on the way to the fair



nity effort,” said Fast.
“Charlie Palmer was a real

trooper, as was Kim Smith.
Without Todd Olson and Pat
McGreevy’s loyal support, I
would have folded under
pressure. People were very,
very generous with their
time,” said Fast.

Fast noted issues that will
help better plan next year’s
effort. “There was not
enough time to advertise.
We got notice only one or
two days before, so we had a
hard time getting info out to
people on where the dump-
sters would be,” said Fast.
“Also, a lot of people
brought propane tanks. We
couldn’t put them in the
dumpsters, so there was no
clear way of dealing with
them.”

“The next time we do
this, I would have us set
aside in District 2 a dump

weekend: Pick a site in RRF
and Glencoe, advertise it in
the newspaper a month in
advance, then have 5 or 6

dumpsters at each site and
have it available for the
weekend,” said Fast.

“I’d like to thank Steve

Wilensky for putting this all
together and holding the
torch for all of us to take our
first steps in making our a

community  a more cohesive
place.

“Everyone loves this
community,” said Fast.

Dear Editor,
I’m writing to share my

views on the closure of Bald
Mountain to off-road vehi-
cles, apparently closed in the
interest of the watershed
and the local residents' right
to quiet enjoyment of their
UNFENCED properties.

The watershed issue: A
two-foot-wide motorcycle /
deer trail is laughably
dwarfed by any twenty-acre
logging operation and the
access roads it passes by.

I’ll contend, too, that we
hikers of the mountain
encounter a lot more wildlife
than dirt bikes on those

trails. Bikes or not, the trails
are there. Closure propo-
nents allude to the mud
stirred when a bike crosses a
creek. Wildlife, livestock and
highway-legal vehicles stir
mud, too. I'd say the water-
shed argument is toast.

Several locals have
expressed concerns over the
influx of traffic on Bald
Mountain Road during
weekends. This traffic com-
monly brings good business
to the local commerce. As
well, I question the validity
of this gripe coming from
folks who can't even see
Bald Mountain Road from
their homes. We live just
yards from the road, and we
don't trip.

At first I was all for said
closure: The noise, the
crowds, the litter. After a
family discussion, I conclud-
ed my position was selfish.

I, too, grew up camping
and riding on mountains
that didn't belong to me or
the families I bonded with. It
sure beats gangs, drugs and
mischief. The peace and
quiet we out here so greatly
appreciate in no way com-
pares to the value of the
healthy, wholesome recre-
ation these “hellions” enjoy
as good clean family fun, a
commodity about obliterat-
ed anymore.

Mike Bullard
West Point
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Upcountry News, it's time to
turn over the editorial reins
to someone else.

Although I've loved writ-
ing about the people and
events in West Point,
Wilseyville, Rail Road Flat,
Pine Grove, Pioneer and
Volcano, I need a rest from
monthly deadline pressures.

And other projects beck-
on.

Thus Rick will take up the
editing task. I hope you will
give him the same support
and encouragement you
have given me over the years.

Thank you for graciously
answering my questions
when I was trying to finish

up a story and needed one
more fact.

Thank you for writing,
calling or e-mailing to tell me
about good story ideas or
important events.

Thanks for correcting our
errors, so we could share the
correction with our readers.
And thank you, especially,
for being such loyal readers.

It has been a pleasure
serving you what I hope
you've found to be a deli-
cious blend of news, fea-
tures and columns mirroring
the life of our busy and
industrious local communi-
ties.

Goodbye and Godspeed.
Sunny Lockwood

munities of District 2.
Thanks to Supervisor Steve
Wilensky and his wife, Pat
Noll, for hosting the event.

Bette Parlette
Wilseyville

Hometown Forum

wilderness volunteer
group in country. Visit
www.stanislauswilder-
nessvolunteers.org

Training, uniforms
and work equipment
will be furnished by the
Forest Service. Contact
Marilyn Muse-Meyer,
Amador Ranger Dis-
trict, (209) 295-5961 or
Eddie Berry, Stanislaus
Wilderness Volunteers,
(707)748-1483, eddie-
janb@aol.com.

Eddie Berry
Benicia

Continued from page 4.

Change comes to newspapers Wilderness help
Continued from page 4.

Bald Mountain Road 
warrants second look

Funds will help district
Continued from page 4.

Community spirit a by-product of RRF cleanup effort
Continued from page 7.

Steam Cleaning
Carpet Re-Stretching • Repairs

Lic. #9084
Rick Pierce, Owner

209-296-1771

223-2809
16 Ridge Rd. on Sutter Hill
Hours: 8-6 Mon.-Sat; Sun. 10-4

Great Selection, Great Prices & We’re Happy to Take Special Orders!

Help Support Completion of  the Amador County Animal
Shelter by Attenting a Benefit Performance by the Volcano

Theatre Company on Sunday, September 4!
‘Flaming Idiots’ - a farce by Tom Rooney

$50.00 Ticket Includes Dinner, Wine or Water.
Gates open 6pm.  Live & Silent Auction at 7pm.  Show starts at 8pm.

Now Carrying Purina Ultium
Competition Horse Formula 50 lb.....$16.95

Mental Focus & Manageability • Quick Recovery/Muscle Repair
Prolonged Stamina • A Strong Topline

Less Digestive Upset

Coolaroo® Hammock Dog Beds
Keep dogs of the ground on hot days!

Lg. $29.99 • Medium $24.99 • Small $18.99

All Clothing, Shoes and Accessories.
Great Selection!35% Off!

Library Lift-Off!
Sunday, Sept. 11, Noon to 4pm

Detert Park & Central Library in Jackson

Free Fun for All Ages!
Live Music • Food • Drinks • Balloons
Swimming • Storytelling • Book Sales

Kid’s Activities •Prizes
New Library Visioning

Library Improvement and Funding Task Force, 223-2148, ext. 2

West Point
Business Council

Help Plan Your Town!
Community Planning Will

Soon Be Under Way

Wednesday, Sept. 14
6:00pm
West Point

Community Center

September Meeting Agenda
•  Minutes from Aug. 10 Meeting
• Town Theme
• Updated Land Use & Zoning 
• CHIPs Start-Up
• SCORE Report
• Downtown Development 

Of special note: The West Point Business Council has adopted
the Amador County Board of Realtors guidlines for smart

growth.  Take part in planning the future of your town!

SAM SNEAD REAL ESTATE
VICKI SNEAD-HINKELL - BROKER
Sales:  Dick Johnson • KaryAnn Stanger

Leroy Fonceca

MAIN STREET CORNERS - WEST POINT (209) 293-7979

Good Living, Great Price Charming & Inviting
Built to last, this
comfy home has
lots to offer. Good
size living room,
eat-in kitchen, laundry, basement,
deck, garage, fenced play area. All
appliances.

$195,000

Lili Valley Estates,
property adjoins
common areas w/
Bear Creek run-
ning by. Also detatched guest
room/ separate bath. On. level .45
acres.

$285,000

Affordable Living In Calaveras County!
Beautiful, Brand New 3bdrm, 2 bath

manufactured home in Dunrovin Village.  Don't
miss this opportunity to own your home!

$78,500
Please call 800-811-0973

for an appointment.

Deluxe Country Living
Custom designed and built 2 lg. bdrms, 2 ba + office and 2-1/2
car garage. All one level living w/ cathedral ceilings, hardwood

floors and special designer touches throughout. Knotty pine cabi-
nets in kitchen, plus antique Hoosier enamel bake center.

Spacious master suite. Wrap-around decks to enjoy the long
range views and seasonal creek on this 2.44 acres.

In desirable Amador Pines.

$374,000
Nan Powell •  209-295-7706

Dan White, Realtors • Pioneer
nanpowell95666@yahoo.com • 800-895-2753

View All My Listings: www.MyAmador.com/NanPowell

Charming Home Only $295,000
Charming 2bd/2ba home close to golf and many lakes within a short driving distance.

Rv parking, room to build a garage or workshop.  This home is a joy to see.
Won't last long!  MLS#101666  Call Sharon for showing or details.

209-296-7438

20100 Highway 88, Pine Grove, CA 95665

Sharon
Roethlisberger
Realtor/Notary

House For Rent
1200 sq. ft. house, 2 bdrm., 2 bath, with

office, propane heat, laundry room, fenced
yard, new carpet. Rail Road Flat. (20 -25

minute drive to Jackson, or San Andreas.)
$895.00 per mo.  Call 887-9600.

Please leave message.

Let Countrywide Show You the Way Home.

At Countrywide, the entire loan process
is handled locally, so there is less

hassle and less waiting.

Countrywide also offers:
•Fast up-front approval, so you’ll know how
much home you can afford*
•Zero down and reduced
document loan programs for fast and
easy qualifying.
•Construction to Permanent financing: all in
one loan, with one low rate**
•Refinances available with a wide
variety of rates and programs

Now Open in Valley Springs!
15 St. Andrews Road • 209-772-7040

Call us today.  With Countrywide you could be home before you know it.

Easy. Really.TM

Mark Bettcher
Home Loan Consultant
Mobile 209-483-5317

mark_bettcher@countrywide.com

Laura Evans
Home Loan Consultant, Sales Manager

Mobile 209-327-0914
laura_evans@countrywide.com

Equal Housing Lender, © 2003 Countrywide Home Loans, Inc.  Trade/service marks are the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation
and/or its subsidiaries.  *Up-front approval subject to satisfactory property review and no change in financial condition.  **Single rate option is

locked for the life of the loan for both construction to permanent phase, except for some ARM products.  Offer good only at retail branches
and not for mortgage broker, correspondent or other third-party loans.  Some products may not be available in all states.

Prices and guidelines are subject to change without notice.  All rights reserved.


