
lab operators commonly dis-
pose of spent liquids by dig-
ging holes in the ground and
creating chemical pits.

Meth labs and related
dumping practices pose a
serious public health threat.
Enforcement funding is lim-
ited and the volume of labs
often exceeds law enforce-
ment’s ability to deal with
them.

There is often state fund-
ing to help with toxic clean-
ups, but county agencies do
not have the budgets to
clean up private properties.

Medical aspects
Statistics from the United

States Department of
Health Services show there
were 39,000 emergency

room visits in 1992 because
of methamphetamine use.
The increase between 1995
and 2002 in meth presenta-
tion in emergency rooms
was 54 percent.

In 2002, the majority of
meth emergency room visits
were by Caucasians. More
than 50 percent of meth-
related emergency room vis-
its are among persons aged
18-34 (young adults). Sixty-
percent of meth-related
medical treatments involved
marijuana, alcohol, cocaine
and/or prescription pain
killers.

Effects on the body
Meth is a powerful stimu-

lant that releases dopamine
into the system, which
affects the body’s pleasure
centers. Short-term affects

include hyper-stimulation of
the nervous system, increas-
es in body temperature,
seizures, strokes and other
lethal complications.

Profound long-term
affects are heart problems,
cardio vascular inflamma-
tion, small vessel disease in
the brain, irregular heart
beat, increased blood pres-
sure, strokes, and damaged
blood vessels of the skin.
Abscesses are common
among users who inject the
drug.

The drug can be smoked,
injected, ingested or snorted.
Exposure in the home (envi-
ronmental) can lead to blood

disease, cancer and heavy
metal poisoning. The small
bodies of babies and chil-
dren are especially affected.

Lead counts are higher
from exposure to meth and
fetal exposure can cause
babies to be hyper-irritable
or have pre-term illnesses
and/or low birth weight.

The drug initiates a cas-
cade of neurological brain
chemical effects when it is
removed from the body,
leading experts to believe it
is highly addictive.

Criminal behavior
In Calaveras County, cases
involving explosives increase

with the incidents of drug
lab discoveries (pipe bombs,
hand grenades).

Once called “poor man’s
cocaine,” meth is common.

The Calaveras County
Sheriff ’s Department is
experiencing an increase in
the number of explosives
per lab, including pipe
bombs and hand grenades
used as anti-personnel
devices to prevent theft or
law enforcement raids.

In November
We will present informa-

tion on the psychological
dangers of methampheta-
mine production and use.
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Hometown Forum

Special Wastes Wanted 
for FREE  Disposal  

 
Many special wastes can now be taken to the Wilseyville 
Annex located next to the Wilseyville Transfer Station.  
Materials accepted for free include: 

 

Motor oil  

Antifreeze   

Oil filters 

TVs and computer monitors  

Latex Paint (limit 15 gallons per trip) 

Fluorescent light tubes 

Auto batteries (10 per trip) 

 

Also accepted for disposal: 

Tires: $1 - Passenger Tire, $3-Truck Tire,  
 $4 - Passenger Tire on Rim, $8-Truck Tire on Rim 

Only uncontaminated materials in containers holding no more than 5 gallons each will 

be accepted.  Containers must be adequate to contain hazardous waste and sealed to 

minimize spills. Only material generated in Calaveras County will be accepted. 

The Wilseyville Annex is open Friday, Saturday,  

Sunday and Monday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Calaveras County Department of Public Works, Solid Waste Div. 

Customer Service:  754-6403 or www.CCSolidWaste.org. 

 
Funded by a grant from the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board 

 
 

Dear Editor:
We have a family in West

Point who escaped from
hurricane Katrina. (See
story this issue.)

They lost everything but
themselves, so it might be
nice if all of us could dig up
stuff for them. They do have
a rental coming up and the
dad did get a job, but they
need so much.

I think they have a sofa
promised, but don’t be shy. I
am giving them a Mr./Mrs.
dresser and mirror and
maybe a refrigerator, if they
don’t have one. I have their
phone number. Of course,
they lost their vehicle trying
to escape, but do have fami-
ly here so a pickup may be
possible from family.

Mark and Shana Sakata,
Kobe, 7, Noah, 3, and
Phoenix, who was 9 days old

when they had to leave
Biloxi, were separated (in the
storm). An “angel” got the
dad and the kids to the air-
port (for a flight) to
Sacramento, (then) went
back and got Mom.

It restores one’s faith in
human nature, as does so
much we saw. Mark’s mother
owns a business here and his
sister, Rhonda, is the person
to contact (293-2320).

As for myself, I feel better
donating to this couple than
to the Red Cross and face-
less people. At least we
know we are helping this
family. I know people
helped one of my daughters
in Galt in a time of terrible
need and maybe this will
even up my account a bit.

Pat Bang
West Point

To District 2 residents:
Thank you so much for your generous contribution

of time, effort and material to the D-2 fund raiser.
Though the day was a scorcher, more than 200 folks
showed up and shopped the silent auction ’til they
dropped. Hopefully it was the shopping and not heat
prostration.

In the end, after expenses, we cleared close to $5,600.
This will be used to support various local projects and
facilitate communications regarding same. Your partici-
pation is most appreciated.

Of great note is the wonderful volume and quality of
donations from the art community. This confirms my
belief that a truly just society requires a high degree of
cultural and artistic expression.

Special thanks are also in order to heroic event coor-
dinator Bette Parlette, silent auctioneer Gayle Mayhew,
Ross Thornton for shade provided by his wonderful
tent, chef extraordinaire Bill Claudino, and Norm and
Amy Gunsell, as well as the other contributors to the
haute cuisine. Thank you all.

(See the author’s regular column below.)

Steve and Pat Wilensky
Glencoe

Letters welcomed

West Point News
and Upcountry News
welcome letters on any
subject as long as they
are tasteful and respon-
sible and are signed with
the full name of the
writer (who should
include a phone number
and address for verifica-
tion).

Letters should not
exceed 275 words.
Please no business
endorsements, commer-
cials or poetry. 

Send letters to P.O.
Box 447 West Point,
CA 95255 or email to:
westpointnews@vol-
cano.net.

District 2 residents 
thanked for efforts

Reader seeks help 
for Katrina victims

Historic buildings worth saving
Among the distinguishing

features of our foothills are
the great historic buildings in
each community. They are
an architectural and visual
link to our heritage. For
many long -time residents,
these buildings hold fond
memories.

The recently-painted
West Point Odd Fellows Hall
and Rebekah Lodge has, at
one time or another, served
as a movie theatre, dance
hall, roller-skating rink,
funeral parlor, theatrical
stage and community meet-
ing place.

Railroad Flat, Moke Hill,
and Mountain Ranch all
boast venerable old build-

ings, most of which have
been maintained over the
years by small bands of vol-
unteers. We owe them a debt
of gratitude for their dedica-
tion which might best be
paid by giving our buildings
some serious TLC.

Our county seat, San
Andreas, has a signature his-
toric building in the old
county courthouse, jail and

government offices on Main
Street. The lovingly restored
large brick structure serves
as the historical society’s
museum and office space. I
highly recommend it as a
family visit. But more needs
to be done.

Invited by historical soci-
ety president Wally Matloch,
I paid a visit and found the
building and its contents in
great jeopardy. Among the
problems: a roof that leaks,
severe water damage in
seven rooms and barely
operable heating and air con-
ditioning, all of which have
contributed to the damage
of priceless artifacts.

Keeping
in Touch

By STEVE
WILENSKY

District 2 Supervisor

Turn to HELP, page 16.

Meth: Once ‘poor man’s cocaine,’ drug curses all classes
Continued from page 2.

Quality
Merchandise at

Affordable Prices

Open for
Consignment
Furniture, Household
Items, Jewelry &
Fine Clothing

KADIE’S CORNER
COLLECTIBLES & THRIFT

SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP

TUESDAY - SSATURDAY 1Oam-66pm • SUNDAY noon to 5pm

286-1286-1121244
8026 HIGHWAY 49 • MOKELUMNE HILL

WE FIX “BAD” WATER

209-257-0300   888-234-3847

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS
Water Filtration Specialists
Iron • Rotten Egg Odor • Acidic Water

Locally owned and operated since 1985
www.clearwatersys.com

License #497691  Jackson



Salt Springs is an histori-
cally significant camp area.
The Miwuk and Washoe
tribes collected salt at the
east end to trade with other
tribes.

To the unknowing, it
might look like a well-main-
tained campsite: fire pits
three and four feet in diame-
ter, surrounded by benches
constructed from driftwood
and leveled areas for tents.

But just 100 feet from the
Mokelumne Wilderness, this
is a no-fire zone that is sup-
posed to be wild, pristine,
like no one has ever been
here: not like a KOA.

This is a wilderness back-
country camp for hikers and
boaters, not a car-camp.

After canoeing in (half-
day’s paddle), it took a team
of five volunteers (six
including my 2-year-old)
four days to dismantle four
massive fire pits, benches,

remove nails from trees and
restore three camp areas to a
leave-no-trace standard.
We sifted through the dirt

picking up buckets full of
broken glass, trash and
peanut shells. We carried

boulder after boulder from
the fire pits to the river, dug
out the ashes and spread
them under the shade of
trees and shrubs to disburse
their potency (while rat-
tlesnakes looked on from
trees and under rocks).

We raked the ground and
brought mulch from under
surrounding leaves to dis-
guise and re-nourish the fire
pit sites.

Some campers don’t real-
ize campfires sanitize every-
thing within four feet of the

fire pit, keeping new vegeta-
tion from returning. For an
example of what a forest fire
can do to an area like this,

just pay attention as you
drive in on Ellis Road toward

Dear Editor,
I frequently run at Mt.

Zion State Forest in Pine
Grove. Last week I was
treated to a very pleasant
surprise. About a year ago,
a kiosk had been erected at
the trailhead by the park-
ing lot without an explana-
tion.

Last week there were
information and pictures
about the history of the
state forest and the Look
Out Tower.

As I ran down the trail,
it had been cleared and
bordered with rocks and
there was interpretive sig-
nage about the trees and
shrubs along the route.

I have no idea who did
this. To whoever made the
effort to do this, THANK
YOU! I highly recommend
a visit to enjoy the trail and
the beautiful outdoors.

Mel Welsh
Pine Grove

In the 1800’s, a bad batch of
mortar used on 6 or 7 cours-
es of bricks near the bottom
of the building. These are
now coming loose, placing
the entire structure in peril.

Almost as bad, Wally
informed me that, as a mem-
ber of the board of supervi-
sors, I was something of a
landlord of this county-
owned building. As such, I
am determined to try to find
a solution for this situation,
short of losing this grand
old place.

I hope the community
will rally to the support of
all our heritage buildings.
But we need to patch the
roof of this site before the
rains begin. If there are any
contractors, roofers, or other
skilled folks out there with a
yen to make a great contri-
bution in the spirit of an
old-fashioned barn raising,
I’d sure like to hear from
you.

Meanwhile, between the
county and concerned citi-
zens, we need to raise some
revenue to get the job done.
Send ideas to sph@vol-
cano.net. Let’s not let the
rich history of our region
slip away on our watch.
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Help save history,
supervisor asks
Continued from page 4.

Outdoors get a boost

Hometown ForumTech-savvy seniors warned 
about online credit scams

How online credit fraud
can harm you and the mer-
chants you buy from

As we Upcountry seniors
become more accustomed to
shopping online, we’ve dis-
covered how wonderful it is.

No dreary trips to
Stockton or Sacramento, vir-
tually no problems about
returns. It’s a dream come
true.

But, like so many dreams,
there are dangers involved.
We are not protected from
scams and fraud.

The following informa-
tion was published by Joseph
Turow, Lauren Feldman and
Kim Meltzer of the
Annenberg School for
Communication at the
University of Pennsylvania.

Please read the following
and beware:

1. When I give personal
information to a bank, priva-
cy laws say the bank has no
right to share that informa-
tion: FALSE.

2. When I give money to

charity, by law that charity
cannot sell my name to
another charity unless I give
it permission: FALSE.

3. The Federal Trade
Commission will correct
errors in credit reports if it is
shown proof of errors:
FALSE.

4. My supermarket is
allowed to sell other compa-
nies information about what
I buy: TRUE.

5. Banks often send their
customers emails wanting
them to verify their account:
FALSE.

6. A company can tell that
I have opened its email even
if I don’t respond: TRUE.

7. When I subscribe to a
magazine, by law that maga-
zine cannot sell my name to
another company unless I

give it permission: FALSE.
8. Most online merchants

give me the opportunity to
see the information they
gather about me: FALSE.

9. Most online merchants
give me the opportunity to
erase information they have
gathered about me: FALSE.

10. A Web site is allowed
to share information about
me with affiliates: TRUE.

11. A video store is not
allowed to sell information
about the titles I have rented:
TRUE.

12. When a Web site has a
privacy policy, it means the
site will not share my infor-
mation with other Web sites
or companies: FALSE.

13. It’s legal for an online
store to charge different
people different prices at the
same time of day: TRUE.

14. It’s legal for an offline
store to charge different
people different prices at the
same time of day: TRUE.

15. By state law, a site

One
Senior’s

Views

By RUTH GOTTSTEIN

Turn to SCAMS, page 22.

Salt Springs campsite cleanup an ongoing project

By LESLIE VASQUEZ

Out and
About

Turn to HELP, page 19.

for gambling/ 
gaming, alcohol
& drugs...Help

www.maynords.com

8 0 0 - 2 2 8 - 8 2 0 8

MAYNORD’S
RECOVERY CENTERS

Residential & Local Outpatient
Low Cost • Effective 
Free Transportation

State Licensed & C.A.R.F. Accredited
Thousands Helps Since 1978

Call 24 hours 

Steam Cleaning
Carpet Re-Stretching • Repairs

Lic. #9084
Rick Pierce, Owner

209-296-1771

J&M Motorcycle Repair

(209) 286-1716
Specializing in: Honda & Harley Davidson

dirt bikes, street bikes & jet skis 
parts, accessories & apparel

Located at: 8373 Center St. Mokelumne Hill
OPEN: Wed.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 9am-7pm

Sunday 10am-6pm

SAM SNEAD REAL ESTATE
VICKI SNEAD-HINKELL - BROKER
Sales:  Dick Johnson • KaryAnn Stanger

Tony Powell • Leroy Fonceca
MAIN STREET CORNERS - WEST POINT (209) 293-7979

Great Horse Property Custom Built Victorian
As well as 2400
sq. ft. home.
Offers larger family
room w/many
amenities.  3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths on 2.20 acres.
Great barn, stables, tack rm,
garage, storage shed, corral & RV
park. $429,500

Privacy, seclusion.
Many amenities
including gourmet
kitchen w/larger
breakfast nook,
dinning room. Lots of storage.
Great master suite w/jetted tub.
$649,000

Think Globally,
Search Locally.

MyAmador.com
MyCalaveras.com

The Mother Lode’s Premier Local Search Engine

Featured Property of the Month

Call Tammy Boragine
Your Upcountry Real Estate Professional

209-296-3500Foothill Properties
20005 Hwy. 88, Pine Grove 95665

Spacious, well maintained 2,187 sq. ft., 3 bed/2 bath home on 5
level, park-like acres in West Point. Open floor plan, skylights,

laundry/utility room with pantry off large kitchen. Large bonus room
with skylight and sink was art studio, could be bedroom. Oversized
2 car garage w/workshop. Private covered deck out back to enjoy

the quiet country living. Fenced garden area with water feature
and raised beds. Property is fenced and cross fenced

for horses/animals. MLS #101983

Asking Price $459,000
See all our listings: www.amadorplace.com

3 Bedrooms - 2.5 Bathrooms • Beautiful
Custom Built Home • Gorgeous Views of
Mace Meadows Golf Course • Ranch Style

• Cherry Wood Floors • Cherry Shaker
Cabinets • Granite Counters in Kitchen

This one is a MUST See! MLS #101506

$659,900

Barbara Sinnett Real Estate
26655 Tiger Creek Rd., Pioneer, CA 95666

209-295-8805
(Located in Buckhorn Plaza in same parking lot as Bank of Amador)

Affordable Living In Calaveras County!
Beautiful, Brand New 3bdrm, 2 bath

manufactured home in Dunrovin Village.  Don't
miss this opportunity to own your home!

$78,500
Please call 800-811-0973

for an appointment.

Let Countrywide Show You the Way Home.

At Countrywide, the entire loan process
is handled locally, so there is less

hassle and less waiting.

Countrywide also offers:
•Fast up-front approval, so you’ll know how
much home you can afford*
•Zero down and reduced
document loan programs for fast and
easy qualifying.
•Construction to Permanent financing: all in
one loan, with one low rate**
•Refinances available with a wide
variety of rates and programs

Now Open in Valley Springs!
15 St. Andrews Road • 209-772-7040

Call us today.  With Countrywide you could be home before you know it.

Easy. Really.TM

Mark Bettcher
Home Loan Consultant
Mobile 209-483-5317

mark_bettcher@countrywide.com

Laura Evans
Home Loan Consultant, Sales Manager

Mobile 209-327-0914
laura_evans@countrywide.com

Equal Housing Lender, © 2003 Countrywide Home Loans, Inc.  Trade/service marks are the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation
and/or its subsidiaries.  *Up-front approval subject to satisfactory property review and no change in financial condition.  **Single rate option is

locked for the life of the loan for both construction to permanent phase, except for some ARM products.  Offer good only at retail branches
and not for mortgage broker, correspondent or other third-party loans.  Some products may not be available in all states.

Prices and guidelines are subject to change without notice.  All rights reserved.

The Fastest Way to Find Thousands
of Local Businesses & Services


