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Supervisors to take up 1998 plan amendment
A 1998 general plan amendment

for the 24-square-mile Glencoe, Rail
Road Flat, West Point, Wilseyville
area will come before the Calaveras
County Board of Supervisors on
Oct. 16.

The amendment, approved by
supervisors eight years ago but never
implemented, designated the area,
the Blue Mountain residential center,
as 40-acre minimum parcel sizes.

The 1996 General Plan Future
Land Use Map had designated the
area “high density” allowing one-
half-acre to five-acre parcel sizes,
depending on the availability of pub-
lic water and sewer.

On Sept. 21, the county Planning
Commission voted 4-1 to send the
amendment to the board for a vote.

The amendment would also bring
zoning into conformity.

According to District 2 Planning
Commissioner Holly Mines, parcels
that are not listed as “unclassified”
will keep their current zoning, and
those that are “unclassified” would
be rezoned to Residential
Agriculture (RA).

The planning commission’s deci-
sion followed a Sept. 7 meeting at
the Rail Road Flat Community Hall,
where community members
approved the move in a show of
hands, 128 to 6.

Some Blue Mountain area resi-
dents fear the amendment will inter-
fere with landowners’ development
plans, but District 2  Supervisor
Steve Wilensky and Mines say devel-
opment in the area is essentially
stopped anyway, as the current gen-
eral plan is illegal.

“The important point to remem-
ber is that approval of this re-desig-
nation is necessary to legalize and

implement the language of the orig-
inal GPA97-75,” said Mines.

“Rectangles on the Future Land
Use Map which identify community
centers (or local townships) are not
affected. More dense development
is appropriate for town centers,
where affordable housing and com-
mercial projects will be built in the
future.”

“There are many other infrastruc-
ture factors that stop development,”
said interim Calaveras County
Planning Director Robert Sellman.

“One factor is most roads (in the
Blue Mountain region) are less than
C-grade and won’t even support a
40-acre minimum build-out of 2,000
new homes.”

“The sheriff said he can’t support
more growth,” said Wilensky. “He
has officer and jail constraints. …
Each new structure is a burden on
the infrastructure rather than an
asset. We need fees, jobs and com-
mercial/residential centers to fund
the infrastructure.”

“Communities will continue to
meet, clearly define the community

center boundaries and discuss other
issues they wish to see included in
the community plans and general
plan revision process,” said Mines.

The Planning Commission
emphasized the need for each of the
four communities to develop its own
individual community plans. “I see
this (amendment implementation) as
a stop-gap measure until you come
to us with your community plans,”
said Calaveras County District 3
Planning Commissioner Suzanne
Kuehl. Call the Calaveras County
Planning Department at 754-3694.

‘... approval of this re-
designation is necessary
to legalize and imple-
ment the language of
the original (plan).’

— Holly Mines
Planning commissioner

‘Each new structure is a
burden on the infrastruc-
ture rather than an asset.
We need fees, jobs and
commercial/residential
centers ...’

— Steve Wilensky
District 2 supervisor

Ornamental grass adds texture to foothill landscapes
By Ken R. Churches

Their intriguing motion, distinc-
tive textures, pleasing colors and
exceptional beauty have made orna-
mental grasses fundamental ele-
ments in foothill landscapes.

Easily maintained, these perennial
plants can be clustered in mixed bor-
ders, massed in bountiful groups,
featured as solo accents or scattered
throughout naturalized gardens.
Different grasses are adapted to vir-
tually every situation, soil type and
climate.

From water-conserving land-
scapes to backyard water features.
These tips will ensure their peak per-
formance and picture perfection:

Surround your ornamental grass-
es with mulch to keep the soil cool,

retain moisture and improve weed
control.

Give them about one-and-a-half
inches of water weekly, either all at
once or—if your soils are sandy—
divided into shorter, more frequent
watering sessions. Water less often if
your varieties are drought-tolerant or
if the weather has been cool and
rainy.

It won’t hurt and can sometimes
help to apply a high-nitrogen fertiliz-
er in spring, but grasses often need
no fertilizer at all.

Cut back flower spikes and dead
leaves to a height of 3-4 inches. Do
this in the late fall for grasses that
shatter, break or collapse during the
winter or do it in the early spring –
just before new growth appear – for

grasses that keep their looks through
the cold weather.

Since grass-killing herbicides will
damage ornamental grasses right
along with grassy weeds, either dig
out encroaching weeds manually or
wipe their leaves with a sponge that’s
been dipped in an herbicide like
Roundup.

Ornamental grasses are plagued
by very few pests. However, slugs
and snails can chew on grass blades,
leaving glistening slime trails in their
wake; they’re not likely to damage
ornamental grasses significantly but
can take refuge in them, so you
might want to set out pet-safe baits.

Several fungi may also attack
ornamental grasses, causing the
upper surfaces of older leaves to

turn prematurely yellow, orange or
brown and the plant itself to eventu-
ally decline and die. To prevent
flare-ups of these rust diseases,
avoid planting ornamental grasses
too densely and remove all dead
plant material at the end of the
growing season. If it’s too late for
prevention and your plants are
already infected with rust, try a regis-
tered fungicide.

If properly placed and well cared
for, ornamental grasses can add
interest and texture to the landscape
that no other plants offer. They are
a good addition to any landscape.

Contact the Farm Advisor’s office
at cdcalaveras@ucdavis.edu or 754-
6477 with your agricultural ques-
tions.

Area Service Directory
Support Your Local Businesses

AUTOMOTIVE
TRUCK

INDUSTRIAL PARTS
Hwy 49 & Ridge Rd.

SUTTER CREEK
267-5241    223-1241

20051 Highway 88
PINE GROVE

(Next to Pine Grove School)
296-7555

SCOTT ZELLERS
TRUCKING &
EXCAVATING

-Roads  -Building Pads
-Land Clearing  -Septic Systems
-Dozer  -Backhoe  -Water Truck

-Road Grader  -Dump Truck
-Underground Utilities
Lic. #A820489; C42

293-7485 Message
Glencoe, CA

RONALD L. DAUSE
OWNER

Lic. No. 453545
(209) 293-4504

P.O. Box 820
West Point, CA 95255

HAND LETTERED
SANDBLASTED - ELECTRIC
DESIGN - CONSTRUCTION

MAINTENANCE
SERVING CALAVERAS CO. SINCE 1979

Potable Water
Delivery Service

Fill Well Storage Tanks, Pools, Spas
Bulk Drinking Water, 1750 Gal. Truck

Speedy Service!

Speedy Gonsolis
209-295-7129

Lic. #84219 

Window Coverings and
Every Type of Flooring
Discount Prices

Serving Amador & Calaveras
Since 1972

Free Estimates

848 E. Hwy 88, Jackson
209-2223-33571 M-F 8-5; Sat. 9-3

“Put an Eco in Your Home”

Water Conditioning Systems
Locally Owned Since 1985
Jackson  257-0300
www.clearwatersys.com

Danielle’s
Hair

Design
Men, Women & Children

Tues. - Sat., 9am - 5pm

293-3100

Wharregard’s
Mobile Auto Repair

Cars and Trucks
All Makes & Models
Foreign or Domestic

ASE Master Technician
Computer Diagnostics

25 Years Experience • Calaveras County
Glen Wharregard

State License #AK230239

209-559-1124

General Engineering Contractor

Excavating • Trucking
Driveway Construction &

Maintenance • Sand & Gravel

Since 1974

Bob Noble & Sons
Wilseyville, CA

209-293-7009
License #A670055

Main Street  •  West Point

MyAmador.com
MyCalaveras.com

Wild Pine Properties

Terri Day
Designated Listing Realtor

Low set fee for Sellers!
Sell for as little as $5,950!

209-223-9511
209-293-3474

day@softcom.net

Find
Thousands
of
Local

Businesses
& Services

CLAYPOOL’S MARKET INTRODUCES A FULL LINE OF OVER 1,500

ORGANIC & NATURAL FOODS
R.W.

Knudsen
Just Cranberry

$6.99 32 oz..

Stacey’s
All Natural Pita Chips

Selected Variety

.$2.99 6 oz.

Organic
Dairy & Meats

Organic
Health & Beauty

Aids

Popular Brands Like:
Thai Kitchen  *  Amy’s

Horizon  *  Shelton’s
Organic Valley  *  Annies

Health Valley * Bob’s Red Mill
Essential Oils  *  Barbara’s
White Wave  *  Santa Cruz
Casbah  *  Natural Value

Our Pantry
Organic Creamy
Ranch Dressing

12 oz.

$3.99

Claypool’s Market
Hours: 7:00 am to 9:00 pm 7 Days a Week

$1.00 Off
Any Organic Product
Good Only at Claypool’s Market

Pine Grove & Ione, CA         Expires 10-31-06
Limit One Coupon Per Item

Hwy 88 Pine Grove, CA 95665
(209) 296-3443

313 Preston Ave, Ione, CA 95640
(209) 274-4747


