
Linda Toren of West
Point, recently received the
2005 Teacher Leadership
Award in Reading and
Literature. The award, pre-
sented by the California
Subject Matter Projects, rec-
ognizes outstanding leader-
ship in teacher education
and school improvement
efforts.

Toren teaches third grade
at West Point Elementary
School, but has worked on a
number of literacy projects
for Calaveras Unified School
District.

Through her involvement
in the California Reading and
Literature Project, she con-
tinues to influence teacher
education throughout the
region. Since 1990, Toren
has helped other teachers as

a colleague, mentor, and
trainer. She has collaborated
on curriculum, assessment,
and textbook adoptions in
her district.

She has worked on simi-
lar projects at the state level,
promoting teacher education

and support.
With her broad knowl-

edge of children’s literature,
she was invited to help
develop the California
Recommended Literature
List. During her 15 years
with the California Reading
and Literature Project
(CRLP), Toren served as a
Teacher Leader, Institute
Director, Regional Director,
and Statewide Associate
Director.

In these roles, she provid-
ed advanced educational
opportunities for hundreds
of Central California class-
room teachers.

Toren has been instru-
mental in the development
and delivery of literacy pro-
grams.

She has offered work-

shops on reading instruc-
tion, writing strategies, and
classroom lesson designs
that address diverse student
needs. As a part-time faculty
member at California State
University, Stanislaus, she
taught courses that helped
new teachers understand
how to teach reading and
language arts. She also con-
tributed to the development

of CRLP’s Reading
RESULTS program, a
source of personal satisfac-
tion for Toren.

“I think the one thing
that has made the greatest
difference for me, and for
teachers around the state, is
Reading RESULTS. Inspired
by Lynda Peddy’s vision,
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Gorgeous Views from this home on 1.7 acres.  Needs TLC.        #102109     $150,000 
Shop & Home on 2 parcels near the Mokelumne River.                #101507     $385,000 
Privacy Galore on 12 acres.  Home, apple trees, pond & view. #101575     $595,000 
Two Houses, Two Parcels, bass lake, ponds, 25 acres & more. #101366     $698,000 

Mountain Property:   #101692 1/2 Acre $47,500; #101556 5.7 Acres $110,000;
#102208 2 Acres $165,000; #102173 2 Acres with Water, Septic & Power  $200,000 

Ask for 
Teresa or 

Lannie 

Phone 
(209) 

293-2225 

On Over 10 Acres.
Home has a large 
master bedroom & 
bath with jetted tub.  
Oversized garage. 
#101980   $525,000

Ready to Move In. 
Clean, neat and in 
move-in condition.  
Located in Pioneer 
near golf course. 
#102250  $295,000 

meager, but the work is
rewarding.

If you or someone you
know has the ability or
desire to help your local
newspaper accomplish these
objectives, please contact
me. I welcome your input.

As always, please consid-
er doing business with this
newspaper’s advertisers
before you look elsewhere
for the products and servic-
es they provide. Without
these businesses, your local
newspaper would not exist.

West Point Publishing
will continue with its dedica-
tion to serving you and your
local community. Thanks for
reading.

Rick Torgerson
Editor & Publisher
Upcountry News,
West Point News

bridge mentality.
My response is: We

looked here in the foothills
for to years to find our
home. The house was just
this side of a fixer-upper
and we are still working on
it. It was much smaller than
where we had lived before.
The beauty and serenity, the
clean air, the majestic forest
we call home will stand any
criticism against our love for
the place we found and
would like to live our years
out in.

The critics will be those
whose only wish is to profit
at any cost and then move
on to new pastures.

Ray and Sharon Mushrush
Volcano

Hometown
Forum

Continued from page 4.

Growth needs
a balance

News needed
Continued from page 4.

Services too distant from those they serve
Monday, Nov. 21, 2005.

Just an ordinary day.
A senior citizen in her 80s

is trying to find home care
providers, figure out the new
prescription drug plans,
access healthcare, and not be
isolated by lack of trans-
portation.

A Vietnam veteran, after
all these years, is still trying
to get assistance from the
VA for a variety of ailments
related to agent orange.

A distraught mother of a
bi-polar son searches for a
safe and appropriate place to
house her adult son who has
been in the county jail for
three weeks after another
“incident.”

A young single mom
attempts to find job training,
placement, childcare and sta-
bility after a tumultuous

breakup of her marriage.
A local teen, turning away

from substance abuse, looks
for a home, job and trans-
portation.

Another single mom, fac-
ing a cancer operation and
financial hardship, is tying to
find a place for her kids
while she is in the hospital
and is hoping to get the
water and heat back on when
she returns.

A woman has been bat-
tered again by her

“boyfriend” and decides to
seek a restraining order, shel-
ter, and counseling.

Just an ordinary day in
Calaveras County.

These people, a tiny per-
centage of the day’s health
and human services clientele,
went to 14 county depart-
ments, three utility agen-
cies, four community serv-
ice organizations, one
church, two attorneys, one
state agency and one mem-
ber of the county Board of
Supervisors for remedy.

Almost all of the meet-
ings, appointments, phone
calls and other contacts were
long distance. Most of the
services are housed in San
Andreas and Sacramento.

Many of those trying to
get help describe the effort
as baffling, remote, unnavi-

gable, and (sometimes) with
less than positive outcomes.
One person said the experi-
ence was a “gauntlet which
only the strong could get
through.”

The stories challenge
governments, service
providers, community and
faith-based organizations
and policy makers to re-
think the way we provide
services.

Does it make sense to
have hundreds of people
from remote communities
going to multiple appoint-
ments with various depart-
ments in San Andreas?
Could some of these servic-
es be coordinated? Could
they be performed in the
communities where the

Keeping
in Touch

By STEVE
WILENSKY

District 2 Supervisor

Turn to ACCESSING, page 17. 

West Point teacher honored for her leadership
School News

Top teacher and mentor
Linda Toren has been
honored for her work.

Turn to TEACHER, page 17.

Bookkeeping - Electronic Filing
Income Tax Returns - Payroll

Since 1976

ENROLLED

AGENTS

M&M TAX & BOOKKEEPING SERVICE
18839 Ridge Road • Pine Grove

296-77500 • tax-mman@volcano.net

Expert Custom Massage
Relieve Stress and Chronic Pain • Accelerate Natural Healing • Enjoy Unparalleled Relaxation

$10.00 New Client Discount
Donna Manfredi, AP, CMT

209-295-5583•Cell 209-304-6020
Offices in Red Corral & Pioneer • Gift Certificates Available

14 Years Experience
Degreed Acupressure Practitioner

Acupressure  •  Sports Massage
Deep Tissue  •  Reflexology
Shiatsu  •  Swedish Massage

•Full service Propane Co.
•Radio disptached trucks
•Residential/Commercial
•Automatic Fuel Delivery
•Electronic Fund Transfer
•Easy Saver Program
•Fast Installation
•Appliances
•Free Estimates

22479 Hwy 88 • Pioneer
P.O. Box 1191, Pine Grove 95665

Discover

Tanks sold and leased.  We also serve West Point

Your
Local

Dealer!

296-5544
223-5186

Beautiful New
Showroom

Loaded With
Appliances!

10876 Hwy. 49
(Just north of Martell/88 Merge)

Jackson

209-223-0315

Cards and Gifts
Available

M-F 9am -6pm
Sat. 9am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday

Kelly’s Drug Store
64 E. St. Charles Street

P.O. Box 606
San Andreas, CA 95249

Ray Guidi, R.Ph. Phone 209-754-3595

Say Hello to a Good Buy!
Delightful 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath features a spacious greatroom complete with a wood-
stove on a brick hearth, open kitchen with eating bar plus new cooktop and vaulted,
beamed ceilings.  All the work’s been done including frest paint throughout and new
carpet and vinyl.  Large utility/mudroom isconvenient.  Room underneath has a con-

crete floor - great for workshop or storage.  Carport under the huge back deck.
Sliders open onto the deck from the master bedroom and dining area.  Level access

with circular paved driveway - all on nearly an acre in Mace Meadows.

$285,000
Nan Powell •  209-295-7706

Dan White, Realtors • Pioneer
nanpowell95666@yahoo.com • 800-895-2753

View All My Listings: www.MyAmador.com/NanPowell

Let Countrywide Show You the Way Home.

At Countrywide, the entire loan process
is handled locally, so there is less

hassle and less waiting.

Countrywide also offers:
•Fast up-front approval, so you’ll know how
much home you can afford*
•Zero down and reduced
document loan programs for fast and
easy qualifying.
•Construction to Permanent financing: all in
one loan, with one low rate**
•Refinances available with a wide
variety of rates and programs

Now Open in Valley Springs!
15 St. Andrews Road • 209-772-7040

Call us today.  With Countrywide you could be home before you know it.

Easy. Really.TM

Mark Bettcher
Home Loan Consultant
Mobile 209-483-5317

mark_bettcher@countrywide.com

Laura Evans
Home Loan Consultant, Sales Manager

Mobile 209-327-0914
laura_evans@countrywide.com

Equal Housing Lender, © 2003 Countrywide Home Loans, Inc.  Trade/service marks are the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation and/or its
subsidiaries.  *Up-front approval subject to satisfactory property review and no change in financial condition.  **Single rate option is locked for the life

of the loan for both construction to permanent phase, except for some ARM products.  Offer good only at retail branches
and not for mortgage broker, correspondent or other third-party loans.  Some products may not be available in all states.

Prices and guidelines are subject to change without notice.  All rights reserved.

SAM SNEAD REAL ESTATE
VICKI SNEAD-HINKELL - BROKER
Sales:  Dick Johnson • KaryAnn Stanger
MAIN STREET CORNERS - WEST POINT

www.mycalaveras.com/samsneadrealestate (209) 293-7979

Privacy & Seclusion Grandma’s House!
Custom built victori-
an style home
w/many amenities
including gourmet
kitchen w/larger
breakfast nook area & a formal din-
ing room. Lg. family room upstairs.
Lots of storage. Master suite w/jet-
ted tub.3 bd., 2-1/2 ba.4 car gar.

Lots of character
w/knotty pine pan-
eling, floor to ceiling
brick fireplace &
screened porch.
Level lot w/big pines. Well main-
tained home has pergo floors, is
wheel chair accessible. Detached
18x23' bldg is plumbed.

$649,000 $229,000



many classroom teachers gave their time and expertise
to develop and refine a wonderful set of reading assess-
ments that can help teachers plan effective day-to-day
instruction.”

Despite her busy schedule, Toren works beyond her
role as a school teacher and educational consultant.
Through a grant from the Native Culture fund, she is
working on a language preservation project with local
Miwuk.

Together, they plan to produce a text and an audio
record of the Miwuk language.

She sees each new educational leadership position as
just another learning opportunity.

“Taking leadership roles has allowed me to do some-
thing I love – learn,” said Toren.

“It has also strengthened me as a classroom teacher.”
Still, the children in her West Point classroom are just

as important as state officials in Toren’s eyes.
“Children have taught me more than patience,” she

insists. “They teach me when to hold on and when to let
go … that being present is everything … and that,
sometimes, listening is better than talking.”

Educators interested in obtaining information about
Reading RESULTS or Toren’s workshops may call the
California Reading and Literature Project at CSU
Sacramento at (916) 278-5876.

needs arise? Could we save
gas and tax dollars with a
more consolidated and local-
ized approach?

Can all the parts of the
system of care work togeth-
er across bureaucratic and

funding barriers?
A number of innovative

department heads, staff,
community organizations
and leaders are determined
to find out. Drafts of a pilot
project are being circulated
to create a Community

Service Center or Family
Resource Center in remote
parts of the county.

The operative theory
would be to hire an advocate
(part community organizer,
part case manager, part
ombudsman) to work out of
a local office.

This person would have
links to all the government
agencies, community organi-
zations and services, and
assist people in coordinating
specific and multidiscipli-
nary responses to their
needs.

Relationships between
service providers and citi-
zens could improve as activ-
ities became more communi-
ty-based. More community
resources could be available
by developing local partner-
ships. Will such an effort
find its way into practice? I
certainly hope so. And I
can’t imagine a better place
for the pilot project than
District 2.

What do you think?
Leave messages at 293-7907.
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Hometown Forum

Letters welcomed

West Point News
and Upcountry News
welcome letters on any
subject as long as they
are tasteful and respon-
sible and are signed with
the full name of the
writer (who should
include a phone number
and address for verifica-
tion).

Letters should not
exceed 275 words.
Please no business
endorsements, commer-
cials or poetry. 

Send letters to P.O.
Box 447 West Point,
CA 95255 or email to:
westpointnews@vol-
cano.net.

The West Point News
and Upcountry News

community newspapers
have a combined  monthly
press run of 9,000 copies
and are distributed free
through Calaveras and

Amador county merchants
and by mail subscription.

Mail subscriptions
$24 per year.

P.O. Box 447
West Point, CA 95255
Phone: 209-293-7800

Fax: 209-785-7458
westpointnews@volcano.net
upcountrynews@volcano.net

Publisher &
Managing Editor

Rick Torgerson

Editorial &
Advertising:
209-293-7800

Advertising Rates:
www.MyCalaveras.com/WPN
www.MyAmador.com/UCN

Columnists
Ruth Gottstein

Maryann Gravitt
Jeanne Johnson
Leslie Vasquez
Veronica Cohn

Production (e-mail):
WestPointPublishing@

volcano.net

Copy Editor / 
Page designer

Kathe Waterbury

Billing
Accounts Receivable

Accounts Payable
and Subscriptions

Jill Jenkins
(209) 293-4840

Copyright 2005
West Point Publishing
All rights reserved. No

unauthorized duplication
or reproduction without

expressed written consent.

This is your newspaper
While producing nearly every aspect of

the Upcountry News and West Point News
myself for the past several months, I have
maintained the philosophy of our previous
editor, Sunny Lockwood.

That philosophy will continue to be:
Community newspapers do not focus on
national or state news, or even regional news,
unless it can be presented with a local, com-
munity connection. If it’s not local, or does
not have a tight local connection, we should
probably not devote space to it in these
newspapers.

You will rarely see my opinion expressed
on these pages. This is your newspaper.

The continual mission of your newspaper
is to be the primary source of information
about the people, schools, churches, events

and places that constitute these local com-
munities.

Your newspaper will continue to cover
issues of growing importance, such as caring
for our seniors, nurturing our youth, main-
taining the rural character and quality of life
in our area, water quality, safety, transporta-
tion, recreation, and economic vitality.

Covering these subjects effectively
requires more than just one person. It
requires many eyes and ears from within the
local communities. Your local newspaper is
looking for neighborhood reporters, beat
reporters, writers and local input to help
cover stories and add localized columns on
the outdoors, hunting, fishing, gardening
and other aspects of life this area. The pay is

Dear Editor,
Letters to the editor are

supposed to be short and
pithy. That is going to be a
tall order, but I will do my
best.

I have just finished my
third reading of the Special
Report, Growth in Amador
County, from your October
issue. There was a lot to boil
down.

What I conclude is there
is, if the information is accu-
rate, an inevitability that runs
through the entire insert,
best summed up by quoting
from page four, column
three: “Support and encour-
age smart economic growth
and development.”

No land developer or real
estate agent could have said
it better: “Here we come,
ready or not, wanted or not,
needed or not.” The chart at

the upper right of the page
three makes it crystal clear.

In five years we can
expect a 50 percent popula-
tion (increase) over the base
census year.

Because of this presumed
inevitability, we, meaning the
present occupants of the
Amador County, should do
our best to accommodate
and ameliorate the expected
onslaught. Why?  Why not
just say “no, we are not
ready, we don’t want it and
we don’t need it?”

Certainly we are not ready.
Since we moved here four
years ago, the infrastructure
has already begun to show
serious signs of strain. Give
it another five years and see
how it looks. There are the
usual promises of improve-
ments as development pro-
ceeds.

I have lived in several
communities, most recently
Brentwood in Contra Costa
County. When we moved
there it was a city of 5,000.
In 10 years, under the same
program the report suggests,
(it grew) to 50,000.

Smog, intolerable traffic,
big boxes (retail stores), strip
malls and wall-to-wall hous-
es have become life in that
once-quiet place.

The promised infrastruc-
ture to accommodate this is
still not there. The promised
economic development has
not developed. The fauna,
especially the birds, and flora
are gone in just fifteen years.
Is this what we want for
Amador County?

There might be quick crit-
icism that we are “Johnnie
Come Lately” with a draw-

Inevitable growth spurs
worry over infrastructure

Dear Editor,
The family of Seldon

W. Spicer wishes to
express sincere gratitude
and appreciation to all
the people of West
Point, who not only
attended the vigil, but
also his funeral mass at
our Lady of Fatima
Catholic Church.

Their thoughtfulness
and kindness was also
shown when so many
brought food to the
home of my husband.

Yes. There are many
good neighbors in West
Point.

With sincere thanks,

Ramona Spicer 
and Family

Gratitude
for good
West Point 
neighbors

It’s your newspaper – help us produce it

Turn to GROWTH, page 12. 

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Turn to NEWS, page 12.

Logging
Competition
Winners

Businessmens Stock
Saw – 1. Larry Winfield.

Jack & Jill Hand Bucking
– 1.  George Harrison Sr. and
Tina Harrison.

Women’s Axe – 1. Tina
Harrison.

Men’s Stock Saw –  1.
Larry Winfield.

Speed Axe – 1. George
Harrison Jr.

Choker Setting –  1.
Nathan Hodges.

Women’s Stock Saw – 1.

Sherry Antill.
Businessmen’s Axe – 1.

Chris Rohwer.
Double Hand Bucking – 1.

Mike & Aaron Morrow.
Men’s Axe – 1. Mike

Morrow.
Limber Pole – 1. Mike

Rupley.
Hot Saw – 1. George

Harrison, Sr.
All Around Logger – 1.

George Harrison Sr.
All Around Logger

Runner Up – 1. George
Harrison Jr.

All Around Logger
Second Runner Up (tie) – 1.
Tina Harrison and Mike
Morrow.

Continued from page 14.

Lumberjack Day a success
for paraders, skilled loggers

Accessing services not for the faint-hearted
Continued from page 12. Teacher passes on her

skills to her colleagues
Continued from page 9.

A Non-Profit Organization

New Shooting
Range in

Rail Road Flat!
We’re Seeking
New Members!

209-754-5490
WestPointRod&GunClub@aol.com

www.MyCalaveras.com/wprg

KinderMusik
The world’s most

respected name in
music  & movement

for children.  For
ages newborn to 7
years.  Located in

Pine Grove.

916-9971-00420


