
Consider fixing things beyond the home this year
There may still a bit of

time to get ready for the cold
parts of winter. If you’ve
taken advantage of the glori-
ous fall you’ve got a lot done
already.

Of course if you’ve taken
advantage by playing or sit-
ting and taking in the beauti-
ful color, you’d better get
busy. It’s amazing that we’re
in December and still able to
think of preparing and
repairing. We have enjoyed a
long fall.

I want you to think about
expanding the world of fix-
ing things: Gutters, fire-
wood, water pies, etc., are
not only in our immediate
world, but in our very own
home. There are other
worlds, other homes that we
might want to think about at
as we approach the holidays.

If you don’t celebrate
Christmas you can celebrate
a new year of hope and pos-
sibilities to people who face
very oppressive poverty.

On a local scale there are
such things as the Angel
Tree, which gives Christmas
gifts to local children who
would otherwise do without,
or the Youth and
Community Center, which
has local programs for youth
and adults.

On a larger scale you
might not yet know about
such organizations as SEVA

and The Heifer Project.
These are organizations

that help people in other
countries as well as the U.S.,
people less fortunate than
ourselves, struggling to feed
their families, struggling to
create a future for their com-
munities.

You can donate to the
organizations and allow
them to use the funds where
they are most urgently need-
ed, or you can give toward
specific gifts such as clean
water for a community, liter-
acy programs, health support
for a rural community, sight
programs that fund a fifteen
minute surgery that can
remove a cataract and
restore sight to a blind per-
son.

There are programs that
renew the health, culture and

environment of Native
Americans, help protect
Mother Earth, preserve
native languages, offer solu-
tions to epidemic diabetes.
You can give trees, chickens,
rabbits, goats and even a
water buffalo to families and
communities.

Such gifts help individuals
and communities become
self-sustaining.

Giving to these programs
is not only for people with
plenty of money to spare.
Small amounts add up. A
group of local people getting
together, giving $5, $10 or
more each, could restore
sight to a blind person or
give a flock of chickens or a
herd of goats to a family
who would then share off-
spring with their community.

We can change our com-

munities. We can change our
world. We don’t need to have
all the knowledge and skill
and energy it takes to accom-
plish world peace, or stop
world hunger, or end pover-
ty.

We simply have to help.
We have to teach our chil-
dren to reach out to others
by them seeing us reach out.
Give the gift of hope in
whatever way you can. It is
the most sustaining gift of
all. And it can change the
world.

For more information on
these projects:

Blue Mountain Coalition
for Youth, 293-4500.

Angel Tree, Maynard
Management, 293-2225.

Heifer International, 1
World Ave., Little Rock, AR
72202, (800)422-0474,
www.heifer.org

Seva Foundation, 1786
5th St., Berkeley, CA 94710,
(800)223-7382, www.seva.org

December 2006 West Point News/Upcountry News Page 7Page 14 West Point News/Upcountry News December 2006

Gold Mine Savings Account

3.75 3.50% %
APY*

Balances $50,000+ Balances $25,000 to $50,000

Liquid Account - Access Your Money Anytime**

*APY= Annual Percentage Yield.  New Money Only.  Balance of $50,000 or more required to earn 3.75% APY.
Balance of $25,000 to $49,999  required to earn 3.50% APY.  Must open and maintain a Bank of Amador
checking account.  Closing of the checking account, insufficient funds or accounts with balances under the
minimum will receive the regular savings account APY (0.50% as of 7/1/06) and are subject to a $10.00
monthly service fee.  Terms and conditions subject to change.    **Limit six withdrawals per month.

APY*

Jackson Ione Buckhorn
422 Sutter St. 66 Main St. 26675 Tiger Creek Rd.
223-2320 274-4731 295-2265

Blue Mountain residents wrestle with zoning issues
Since January 2005, Blue

Mountain  residents and Calaveras
County District 2 Supervisor Steve
Wilensky have been working on an
amendment to the Calaveras County
General Plan that was adopted by
the Board of Supervisors in 1998
but never implemented.

The amendment would have lim-
ited half-acre, high-density residen-
tial development within the 24-
square-mile Blue Mountain region to
within distinct residential centers and
in proportion to other county resi-
dential centers.

Parcels outside the residential
centers were to be a minimum of 40
acres, the size for deer wintering
areas in the 1998 amendment.

In October, the Board of
Supervisors rejected the 40-acre
minimum and instead voted unani-
mously to make several recommen-
dations.

One directs the county to update
or prepare community plans for
Glencoe/Rail Road Flat, West Point
and Wilseyville at the same time as
plans are done for Valley Springs and

Copperopolis.
Another proposes an ordinance

to rezone the Blue Mountain region
to conform to 1996 General Plan
open space and conservation ele-
ments including timberlands, mineral
resources, agricultural lands and
wildlife habitats. A new map illus-
trating this rezoning will be present-
ed at a Board of Supervisors meet-
ing at 1:30 p.m. on Dec. 4. The loca-
tion for this meeting will be
announced.

“The new zoning map will imple-
ment what is in the current general
plan,” said Calaveras County
Planning Director Robert Sellman.
“The zoning had been text in the
general plan, but excluded by the way
the plan was written.” On the new
map, all previously unclassified
parcels will be rezoned as Rural
Agricultural (RA).

The map will follow the 1996
general plan calling for 20-acre mini-
mum parcels outside community
centers for timberland and mineral
resource land and 40-acre minimums
for deer wintering areas.

Until community plans are com-
pleted, the map will show communi-
ty centers, which will appear for ref-
erence purposes until the communi-
ty plans are completed.

According to Sellman, the deci-
sion process for parcel size mini-
mums, community centers, residen-
tial centers and community plans will
be addressed during the community
planning process for each area,
which will begin in early 2007.

“We will take the community cen-
ters and residential centers into the
community planning process, which
is much more intricate,” said
Sellman.

“We can now move forward with
community plans,” said Sellman.
“Logically speaking, (as an example),
the Rail Road Flat community plan
will envelop the immediate area for
development and how nearby or
adjoining areas develop,” said
Sellman.

“Water and septic will need to be
integrated into communities, which
is why the community planning
makes sense.”

What the board decided
The recommendations, with a

target date of Dec. 4, are as fol-
lows:

1. Direct staff to do community plans
for West Point, Glencoe, Rail Road Flat
and Wilseyville and with those of
Copperopolis and Valley Springs.

2. Supervisors understand that the
land use designation in the 1996
General Plan Open Space and
Conservation Element maps applies to
the 25-square-mile Residential Center,
because the only reference to 40 acres
states that a maximum density of one
dwelling unit per 40 acres applies to land
within the listed significant protected
wildlife and botanical habitats.

3. Bring an ordinance to re-zone the
25-square-mile Blue Mountain
Residential Center to conform with exist-
ing 1996 General Plan Open Space and
Conservation Element maps, no later
than four to six weeks.

4. Bring a general plan amendment
to affirm the Blue Mountain Residential
Center shall be revised to create four
community centers proportional in land
area to other community plans in the
county.

5. Because of the above actions, no
action will be taken on the current pro-
posed general plan amendment and
zoning amendments. 

The
Fix-it
Lady

By MARYANN GRAVITT

Play 18 Holes, Cart Included!
$25.00

7 Days A Week
All Tee Times

Meadow Dr. @ Hwy 88 • Pioneer
209-2295-77020

Lessons Available  •  proshop@goldrush.com 

Gregg Standridge
Head Golf Professional

New
Ownership!

18400 Inspiration Dr. West, Pioneer • 209-295-7640

Prime Rib Every Friday Night
Breakfast & Lunch: Wed.-Sun. 7am-3pm
Dinner: Thursday thru Sunday 3pm-9pm 

Bar Open 7 Days from 2pm. Karaoke Fri. & Sat. Nights!

FRENCH HILL WINERY
Just a short drive from the West Point Area

We invite you to try our large selection of Award-Winning Wines
Tastings Tuesday thru Sunday 11am to 5pm

Just one block south of Highway 49 on Highway 26
8032 So. Main St./Hwy. 26  •  Mokelumne Hill

209-286-1800
Cook’s Station
31950 Hwy 88 • Pioneer • 209-295-7900

Best Burgers
on the Mountain!
Awesome Breakfasts!
Beer & Wine • Deli • Groceries

Gas • Propane • RV Sites

Open 7 Days a Week 7am-7pm
Since
1863

Ridge Road Garden Center
18815 Ridge Road, Pine Grove

www.RidgeRoadGardenCenter.com
Open Mon.-Sat.
209-296-7210

Merry Christmas!
We Have Berry Vines in Stock!

Blackberries, Raspberries & Gooseberries

Plus: Strawberries, Asparagus,
Horseradish & Rhubarb.

Check Out our Specials!

Sunday Family
Special

Two large 2-topping
pizzas and one

dozen breadsticks
$22.49

Tuesday Special
2 medium one-topping pizzas

$16.99
Thursday 2 Pasta

Dinners $8.99
Spaghetti, Ravioli or Lasagna

Dine in or Take Out!
Sun.-Thurs. 11am-8pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9pm

Friday Special $15.99
Giant 1-topping & Breadsticks

Try our Mountain Size!
4” Larger than Giant Size

Lunch Specials Mon.-Fri.

Pizza Plus
Main St., West Point

293-7779

20171 Hwy 88, Pine Grove
Open 9-5, M-Sat.

296-2228
Closed Sunday

Christmas is Here!
Pine Grove Flowers & Gifts
for All Your Holiday Cheer!

Antiques & Vintage Furniture

Pine Grove Flowers & Gifts


